Tercentenary Update 6
What a year the Province of Bristol has had
supporting the Tercentenary Celebrations.
We are sure that all the brethren in the province will
have their own memories, but as this momentous year comes to and end, we would just
like to reflect on some of our achievements.
The first meeting of the Tercentenary Committee took place on 14th June 2014. This was to begin
planning for a year that was still a long way off in the future. But my, how quickly the time has flown,
and, in the blink of an eye, we are now nearly at the end of what has been such a memorable year for
Bristol Masons.
A great deal of time and effort has gone in to making this a successful year, not just from a provincial
perspective, but also on the part of all the lodges who have gone that extra mile and celebrated this year in
their own way.
The three principal words used for this special year have been Commemorate, Communicate, and
Celebrate and the province has certainly put in a great deal of time and effort on all three fronts over this
past 12 months:
The Evensong Celebration at Bristol Cathedral. This was well attended with over 300 members and
families attending the church service, followed by a splendid reception and dinner in Park Street. Our
Provincial Grand Master, Alan J Vaughan, welcomed several civic leaders; including the Dean of Bristol
Cathedral, V Rev David Hoyle, and his wife; the High Sherriff of Bristol, Antony Brown, and his wife; Rev
Harold Clark, Dean to the Lord Mayor’s Chapel; Canon Nichola Stanley; Lord Lieutenant of Bristol, Peaches
Golding, and the Lord Mayor of Bristol, Lesley Alexander, and her husband. Also invited were the CEO from
St Peter’s Simon Caraffi MBE and Sarah Pyatt.
We have witnessed several Blue Plaque Unveilings, to mark the first lodge meetings in our Province - at
The Rummer in St Nicholas Marker; The Shakespeare on Prince Street; the George Inn Shirehampton and
the Lamplighter, Station Road in Shirehampton.
The Classic Car Show, held at the beautiful Tyntesfield House on what must have been one of the warmest
summer day of the year, with 100 classic cars on show. This was closely followed by the Classic Car Run, as
part of the National Tercentenary celebration, which departed from Ashton Gate Stadium on its way to the
Haynes Motor Museum in Somerset.
The Tercentenary Five Counties Golf Competition held at Long Ashton Golf Club on what must have been
the wettest day of the year. The 20 teams taking part all had a great day, despite the conditions with
Oxfordshire eventually taking the prize.
The Dragon Boat Festival in the Bristol docks attended by many teams supporting the Julian House Trust.
The highlight of the day was the Bristol team beating off the challenge of the Somerset team and winning
the coveted trophy. This was presented to a very happy Alan J Vaughan by Stuart Hadler, PGM for
Somerset.
The Jurassic Coast Youth Adventure Holiday, match funded by Bristol to enable 8 deserving children from
our province to take part in this brilliant week organised by the Province of Dorset and held near
Weymouth.
As part of the Tercentenary Celebrations, the Masonic Charitable Fund awarded grants to Avon Riding
Centre for the Disabled of £25,000; Bristol Underprivileged Children’s Charity received £15,000; Bristol
Playbus Project receive £6,000; Bristol District Tranquilliser Project received £4,000.

Visit to the Royal Albert Hall
On 31st October 2017, 30 brethren from the Province of Bristol
travelled to the Royal Albert Hall, London. There we joined the
Most Worshipful Grand Master and over 4000 brethren from all
over the world to celebrate 300 Years of Masonry. And what a
special day it was.

A coach was booked to take us from Freemason’s Hall in Downend
to London and return. As with all great plans, some things do not
always run smoothly. In fact, it probably took some of our brethren
longer to get from their homes, to Shrubbery Road, than it took the
coach to travel to London. Our last brethren arriving just as the
coach was about to set off.

A pre-arranged comfort break at the Reading services led to an
unexpected meeting with a large party of Monmouthshire
brethren, who were also travelling to London to be part of the
celebrations.

The organisation of the event at the Royal Albert Hall was
second to none and the event itself was certainly not what most
of us had expected. This was indeed a brilliant spectacle
involving tradition, fine acting, superb songs accompanied by the
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra and an audio/visual display to
equal any West End Musical. This was an event which everyone
who attended will remember for a long time to come.

A meal had been booked on the return journey at the Pheasant
Inn, Hungerford. As the meals were all pre-booked, they were
served on time by a very efficient staff.
The food, the wine, the company was outstanding - the
conversation about what we had all witnessed continued
through.
At the end of the meal our PGM thanked everyone for their
support and organisation – reiterating what a splendid day it had
been for everyone.
If you have not seen the celebration video you can download it
at:

http://www.rah300.org/ J

Tercentenary Gala Dinner at the Ashton Gate Stadium.
What a fitting end to this Tercentenary Year;
shared with the Province of Monmouthshire, at
such a wonderful venue as Ashton Gate. With
nearly 500 brethren and friends filling the room,
there was a buzz of excitement prior to welcoming
our PGM Alan J Vaughan; Richard Davis, the PGM
for Monmouthshire and our special guest speaker,
Sir Gareth Edwards (Unfortunately out other
special visitor form UGLE, Jonathan Spence was ill
on the night and could not attend).

We were also graced with another ex-British Lion,
Mike Gibson – anyone who remembers him from his
days playing for the Lions and Ireland will know what
a legend he is. On the same table as Mike was ex
Bath, Bristol, and Scotland prop forward Dave Hilton
Our very own Rev Steve Hawkins gave Grace, with
somewhat of a rugby flavour to it. The evening then
flowed well, with the staff at Ashton Gate playing
their part and making sure that the food was served
hot and everyone who wished to buy drinks could do
so.

The free prize draw, with two winners per table, was made
prior to the evening so at a designated time the winning
tickets were published. Only the winners needed to go to the
prize table to collect their prizes.
The Silent Auction ran as smoothly as could be expected, with
all 8 lots on offer being sold for reasonable prices. The
committee would like to thank those who donated prizes for
this auction.
Once all the food had been served and cleared away, Alan J
Vaughan proposed the toast to the visitors and then
requested a response from out guest speaker, Sir Gareth
Edwards.
Sir Gareth then spoke for nearly an hour; recounting many of
the humorous stories surrounding his time spent playing
rugby for Wales and the British Lions.
The evening ended with Alan Vaughan thanking everyone for attending; the staff at Ashton Gate for their
service and also special thanks being given to Tony Rance, who had acted as Master of Ceremonies
throughout the evening and had been instrumental in helping the event to run as smoothly as it did.

Signed prints of Sir Gareth Edwards and Mike Gibson playing for the British Lions against the New Zealand
All Blacks in 1971, were on sale at the end of the evening. We still have a few prints, so if anyone would
like to buy one, then please send me an e-mail (a_grannan@hotmail.com) or speak to me in Park Street.

Without the support of all the members of the Tercentenary Committee, none of these events would have
got off the ground. It was all the small pieces of organisation that people didn’t notice that made the
difference as to whether each event was successful. The amount of time and energy given by all the
members of the committee was “above and beyond” that which could reasonably have been expected.
But in the true spirit of Bristol Masonry, everyone gave their all to make this such a brilliant year.
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