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Held at the Bristol Grammar School

hey say that there are no such
things as problems – only
solutions waiting to happen!
And so it proved correct when it
was announced by Bristol City
Council that Provincial Grand
Lodge 2015 could not take place in
the Council Offices, as they were
being refurbished!
At short notice, Provincial Grand
Lodge had to be reorganised at the
Bristol Grammar School – a venue
not used for some 6 years. However,
with thanks to the Grammar School,
WBro. Steve Rawlings, WBro. Viv
Bevan and WBro. Phillip Patrick

organised their teams to make sure
that the day, not only ran smoothly
but was an enjoyable and successful
experience for all involved.
And so it proved with most of the
furniture being moved up to the
Grammar School Hall on the Friday
evening – thanks to the many
brethren who gave freely of their
time.
The day itself began with an early
start of 8.30am for all the new active
officers being put through their
paces by the Provincial Director of
Ceremonies. Once everyone knew
what they had to do, it was the turn
of the outgoing officers from 9.30am
onwards. This being achieved,
there was a brief lull in proceedings
until the brethren of all the lodges
began filling the hall from 11.00am
onwards.
The logistics and detail needed for
the smooth running of the day had
been worked out by the organisers;
everything was in position;
everyone knew their places;
Organist, WBro Paul Corder, being
well placed above the entrance to
the hall, set the mood with some
well-chosen organ music.

By the time the guests and
Provincial team processed into
the hall, there were some 450
brethren assembled to witness this
most special event on the annual
provincial calendar.
After the ceremonial of opening
PGL, there was a very long list of “in
memoriam” tributes to those lost to
the Grand Lodge above during the
past year. We reflected in silence
and sadness, on those friends lost
during the past year - lost, along
with a wealth of knowledge and
experience. They will all be sadly
missed but will forever remain in

our thoughts and prayers. May they
rest in peace.
Once again, when it came to the
election of the Provincial Grand
Treasurer, the Provincial Grand
Secretary announced that there had
only been one nomination – that of
WBro. Viv Bevan. As last year, there
was no late rush of nominations and
despite his look of anguish and a
request for others to put themselves
forward, amid much laughter,
WBro. Viv Bevan was again elected
Provincial Grand Treasurer for the
coming year.
The next item on the agenda was the
election and promotion of officers:

The Provincial Grand Master
congratulated
VWBro.
Chris
Williams on his appointment to
the position of Deputy Provincial
Grand Master and wished him
every success over the next 10
months of his office (A reference
to Chris spending the summer
months at his home in France!).
WBro. Richard Lewis was appointed
as Provincial Senior Grand Warden
and WBro. Jo Davis was appointed
as Provincial Junior Grand Warden.
Both of whom are well known
throughout the province and will
be well received by all lodges.
The PGM thanked the outgoing
Wardens – WBro. Stephen Stafford
and WBro. Tim Brunton, for their
contribution through the year. They
had both worked tirelessly for the
Province and represented the PGM
in an exemplary manner during the
year. This was echoed by the length
of the applause received from the
brethren.
Following the appointments the
PGM made his annual address:
He began by thanking all those
Bristol masons present.
He
congratulated
all
those
brethren whom he had appointed

to Provincial Rank or promoted
in
Provincial
Grand
Lodge.
These honours, he stated, were
recognition of past service as well
as an acceptance of a commitment
to support the Province and an
undertaking to support the brethren
of their Lodge in the future.
He went on to congratulate WBro.
Stephen Rawlings on his well
deserved appointment at the
Annual Investiture of Grand Lodge
as Past Assistant Grand Director of
Ceremonies.
He reflected on the fact that we are
living in a fast changing world and
as masonry reflects society so we as
masons must change. We need to
be relevant to modern society. We
must strive to attract, retain and
especially meet the expectations of
young quality members.
In recognition of this he had
sanctioned the formation of a lightblues club called the Dunckerleys
which is open to recently raised
brethren and those under 40 years
of age.
He recognised the hard work
of WBro. John Allen, Provincial
Grand Mentor and also the lodge
mentors. He put forward the idea
that all lodges need to appoint a
Membership Development Officer
and adopt a 5 year development
plan to engage all members.
The PGM went on to talk about the
2019 Festival – which has to date
raised the considerable sum of
£380,000, which he acknowledged
was a tremendous achievement, but
also expressed a desire to see more
brethren signing up to commit to
regular payments.
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He also mentioned the fact that in
2017 Masonry would be celebrating
the 300th Anniversary of its’
founding. To mark this milestone,
Bristol would be producing a full
year of Celebration Events.
In conclusion the PGM stated
that the original principles of
masonry were and will always be
Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth;
but wished to extend this list to
include Patience, Tolerance and
Understanding to bring these

masonic principles up to date and to
reflect our core values, they should
perhaps also include Integrity,
Respect for others, Caring, Belief,
Co-operation and Charity.
He stated that these principles
should reflect how we should treat
each other and how we should treat
the wider community.
A full report of the PGM’s address
will be published in the new Year

B

Book, which will be available to all
brethren in the autumn.

laughter delighting the visitors and
guests.

Following the Provincial Grand
Lodge, a lunch was provided at
Park Street, which was attended by
many distinguished brethren from
the many provinces represented, as
well as a goodly number of Bristol
masons. There was a wonderful
atmosphere in both dining
rooms No. 1 and No. 2 and at the
conclusion of the day everyone

Steve Duddridge (in red at left of
picture below left) from Saint Paul
Lodge was the candidate for the
evening was presented with a
certificate and now lays claim to
the honour of being the longest
serving Bristol Mason having been
initiated in both the 18th Century
and the 21st Century.

commented on the excellence of the
day – the warmth of the welcome
received, the high standards
attained in the ceremony and the
quality of the luncheon supplied
by Fredy Eyermann.

The event was honoured with a
visit in the person of Grand Officer
R.F. Christophe Bressy Assistant
Grand Secretary (GSA) of the
French Grand Lodge (GLNF). He
was welcomed to the lodge by Tony
Marston-Smith the Master of The
Saint Paul Lodge and presented
with a Bristol Glass firing glass on
behalf of the lodge. He reciprocated
with lapel badges for the Master.
After such an enjoyable ceremony
and feast the event raised an
amazing £702 which The Saint
Paul Lodge made up to £1140 after
tax relief for the Bristol Samaritan
Fund Festival 2019.

R.F. Christophe Bressy, Assistant
Grand Secretary (GSA) of the French
Grand Lodge (GLNF)

We can all be proud of the unique
position that Bristol Masonry is
held in and use this to build for the
future under the direction of our
PGM and the provincial team.

Saint Paul Lodge No. 6400
presents 1765 ceremony

ristol Masonic Hall was sent
back 250 years into history
with a production by The
Sutton Coldfield Demonstration
Circle of “making a mason” at
The St Paul Lodge. This was a fully

researched authentic and accurate
1765 ceremony of the first degree
in full authentic costume.
The demonstration was given
with a great sence of humour and

Rance Regalia
Specialists in the manufacture, alteration and
refurbishment of Masonic Regalia and
Jewellery for ALL Degrees!
Standard items are held in stock at Freemasons’ Hall
and specialities can also be collected there
or delivered to you by arrangement.
All Bristol Lodges already have an Account with us
The profit from the sale of all gloves is donated to the
Bristol Masonic Charitable Trust

For more information or a comprehensive price list
contact:

Rance Regalia

10 St Mary’s Park Road, Portishead, Bristol BS20 6SN

Tel/Fax: 01275 847914
Mobile: 07970 833080
(a trading division of P.M.G.)

FOR YOUR REGALIA REQUIREMENTS WHATEVER
THE DEGREE - YOU NEED GO NO FURTHER THAN
FREEMASONS’ HALL, PARK STREET, BRISTOL
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ASHTON COURT MANSION

A

shton Court is a mansion
house with stables and
is a Grade 1 listed building dating back to before the
11th century. It is believed that a
fortified manor stood on the site,
given to Geoffrey de Montbray,
Bishop of Coutances, by William
the Conqueror. In the Domesday
Book it is referred to as a wealthy
estate owned by the Bishop of
Coutances, with a manor house, a
great hall, and courtyards entered
through gatehouses.
The property passed through successive owners and at the end of
the 14th century it was considerably expanded when
Thomas De Lions, a nobleman originally from France,
obtained a permit to enclose
a park for his manor. The
house was owned by the
Choke family for some time.
In 1506 it was sold to Sir Giles
Daubeney, a Knight and a
Chamberlain of Henry VII.
Henry VIII gave the estate to Sir
Thomas Arundel in 1541 and four
years later in 1545 Sir Thomas sold
it to John Smyth. The Smyth family owned the property for the
next 400 years. Smyth also bought
the land which had been owned,
until the Dissolution of the Monasteries by Bath Abbey. He used
the land to extend the deer park,
bringing him into conflict with
the residents of Whitchurch, who
complained that he had used
common land.

The back part of the house is very
ancient and the court leading to
the park westward is called Castle
Court from its having been embattled and still retaining an old
gateway similar to those adopted
in baronial mansions. The second
court contains some of the offices
and its entrance from without is
under a low doorway between
two lofty turrets one of which
contains a bell and clock. The
stables and corresponding offices
in the front court are of ancient
date. The whole contributes to a
very venerable and picturesque
building.”

gardening magazines and newspapers. In 1872 he commissioned
the well-known architect Benjamin Ferrey to make further additions to the house.

The Winter Garden

Sir Greville Smyth

Ashton Court 1791
Further major additions were
made to the building by Sir John
Hugh Smyth (1734–1802). He inherited the estate in 1783 and
added the new library to the north
west of the house.

Even more extensive alterations
were made between 1884 and
1885. Shortly before he married Emily, the widow of George
Oldham Edwards, he employed
the notable Bath architect Major
Charles Edward Davis to transform the house. The work took 18
months to complete.

Sir John Smyth

Thomas Smyth (1609 – 1642) was
the first member of the family to
make major alterations and additions to the original manor house.
He was a Member of Parliament
and a successful lawyer. In 1627 at
the age of only eighteen he married Florence Poulett.
In 1635 Thomas added a new
southern front to the mansion
house described by Collinson in
1791:
“The front is in length one hundred and forty three feet and
consists below of three rooms;
the western one of which is a fine
apartment ninety-three feet long
and twenty feet wide and contains
several family and other portraits.

The next and last residents of the
house were Gilbert and Esme
Smyth. They lived there for the
next thirty years. Gilbert died in
a 1940 and Esme in 1946 and the
house was left to their daughter
Esme Francis Cavendish. She and
her husband tried to sell the house
immediately in 1946 to help pay
the death duties. However the
Cavendish family did not succeed
until thirteen years later in 1959
during which time the house was
unoccupied and started to decay. It
was sold at this time to Bristol City
Council who still owns it today.

The Southern Gateway

Dame Emily Smyth

Thomas and Florence Smyth 1627

and “The Fox’s Hole”. Sir Greville
Smyth died in 1901 and Lady Emily Smyth died in 1914.

As reported by Esme Smyth,
Ashton Court’s last resident, Sir
John Smyth (1776–1849) was responsible for the remodeling of
the house. In about 1940 she was
interviewed by Raymond Gorges,
who was researching a book, and
she gave him an engraving of the
house showing the additions that
she said were made by Sir John.
Sir John was a bachelor. He was
said, by Lady Emily Smyth, to be
devoted to horses and kept an extensive stud.

Also in the 1880s 4 acres (1.6 ha) of
formal gardens were laid out including a terrace garden, which is
now a lawn, a wilderness garden
with basin fountain and a rose
garden. Avenues of sequoias and
cedars were planted along with
other specimen trees.
In 1891 Lady Emily Smyth held
an interview where she outlined
further details of these alterations
made by Sir Greville. She also
gave a few details of some interesting secret rooms and passages
in the medieval part of the building on the western side which she
referred to as “Drax’s Kennel”

During the First World War the
estate was used as a military hospital and in the Second World War
was requisitioned by the War Office and used in turn as a transit
camp, RAF HQ and US Army
Command HQ. It is now the venue for a variety of leisure activities, including the Bristol International Kite Festival and the Bristol
International Balloon Fiesta. It is
also home to a charity The Forest
of Avon Trust.
In 2002 a 700-year-old oak tree,
called the Domesday Oak, was
selected by The Tree Council as
one of 50 Great British Trees. In
2011 a crack appeared in the trunk
and oak support beams were fitted to support the tree. The supports were only partly successful
and a section of the tree collapsed;
the remaining part of the tree was
pruned to reduce the weight of
the surviving section.

Sir John died in 1849, and little
building work was done until
Sir Greville Smyth inherited the
property.
Sir Greville Smyth inherited the
property in 1852 and remained a
bachelor until he was 48 years old.
During that time he undertook
extensive renovations. He also
kept a very impressive garden
which was described in detail in

Ashton Court displays a profusion of architectural styles
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Steven Hawkins
Third Provincial Grand Principal

Another chapter in his life

an essential part of our Masonic journey. I hope that
during my year I will be able to encourage brethren
who have not yet become Companions in the Royal
Arch to join. I hope too, that by attending as many
Chapter meetings as possible, I will demonstrate
my support, encouragement and appreciation for
all that they do to make Bristol Royal Arch Masonry
not only unique in the masonic world but vibrant,
meaningful and enjoyable. I am looking forward to
the year ahead with my customary enthusiasm.
You may be interested to know that a few years after
I became a mason I married Caroline. As we courted, (that’s a lovely old word you don’t hear much
these days isn’t it?), and as we became more serious
I realised that she had no idea I was a mason. One
evening I sat her down and said ‘There’s something
about me that you don’t know and I need to tell you”.
She went white and said ‘What on earth is it?” ‘Well’,
I said, ‘I’m a mason’. She hit me very hard on the
arm and exclaimed ‘Is that all!! You had me really
worried then.’ Since then she has been tremendously supportive of my masonic life and commitment.
However brethren, I would be very grateful if you
don’t talk to her about the cost of subscriptions and
regalia!
The Revd. Steven Hawkins

MATCH DAY MASCOT

T
A

t after-meetings you will sometimes be
asked the question ‘So, what made you come
into masonry?’ Over the years I have heard
many varied and interesting answers. I have found
that my reason is quite a common one. While I was
serving as a curate at Horfield Parish Church my
wife Barbara sadly passed away after a long battle
with cancer. I found myself spending long miserable evenings at home alone and after a while I knew
I had to do something about it.
The little I knew about masonry came from my
Grandfather who joined the craft while serving with
the Gloucestershire Regiment in India in the interwar years. I did, however, know that there were
several masons among the congregation. These were
men that I liked and admired, including Tony Hopton. One Sunday, after Evensong, I had a word with
Tony asking whether I could be considered for membership. Tony’s reply was encouraging; ‘I’ve waited
five years for you to ask me that question!’ To cut a
long story short thanks to Tony I became a member
of Redcliffe Lodge and in the words of Mike Flynn,
I took to it like a ‘duck to water’ and never looked
back.
I feel very honoured that The Most Excellent Grand
Superintendent has asked me to serve the Province
as the Third Provincial Grand Principal in the coming year
There is no doubt in my mind that the Royal Arch
is the completion of “pure ancient Masonry”. Having completed the circle of Craft Masonry brethren
may well feel that something is missing. They have
been given only the ‘substituted secrets of a Master
Mason’. The climax to the lessons we learn in the
Craft are to be found in the Royal Arch. In the chapter ceremony, which is unique to Bristol, we discover the greatest masonic treasure, the genuine long
lost Word of a Master Mason. In the 18th century a
Grand Secretary rightly described the Royal Arch as
the ‘root, heart and marrow of Masonry’.
Part of my role is to put over the message that Royal
Arch Masonry is not an ‘optional extra’ but rather
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he opportunity to be a match day mascot at
Bristol Rugby Club was once again one of the
auction lots on offer at The Cabot Lodge aftermeeting on the 14th November last year - and once
again a syndicate was formed to raise money to bid
on this auction lot. At the commencement of this lot
there was a great deal of interest and the bidding
quickly climbed above the £150 mark; but after great
determination by W Bro Chris Cook the lot was secured.
This year the syndicate contacted the Jessie May
Trust for a recipient of this prize. Five-year-old Joe
was nominated and a date set for him to lead out
Bristol RFC in their match against Bedford Blues.
Joe has Barth Syndrome, which weakens his muscles, including his heart. Aged just two-and-a-half
years old he spent a record breaking 251 days being
kept alive by an artificial heart until a suitable donor
was found – you can see “Joe’s Story” told by Martin
Freeman for BBC Children in Need – on YouTube.

We were joined by Joe, his mum, sister and a friend
in the hospitality suite at Ashton Gate for Sunday
lunch, where Joe was presented with his Bristol
Rugby shirt. He also met some of the Bristol players, before going off for a photo shoot, visiting the
changing rooms to meet the players and leading
them on to the pitch, to a standing ovation, in front
of 8,000 supporters.
Bristol Rugby had a convincing win over Bedford on
the day, but we all agreed that the real winner of the
day was Joe, who had a day to remember.
Our special thanks go to Bristol Rugby Club and
Sarah Gorvett, Commercial Executive, and of course
our anonymous syndicate who made this special
day happen.

Opening of
Briarlands Guide Centre

O

In January 1975 Sam (Senior) & Sam (Junior)
presented the Lodge with two matching Bibles
for use in the ceremonies.
He worked through the ranks to become the
Worshipful Master of the Lodge in 1976. As
Worshipful Master he initiated, Passed &
Raised Jack Edward Everett, John Lawrence
Hatherell, & Dennis Leslie Noble.

by John Allen

n Saturday 25th April the Chief Guide
Gill Slocombe opened the new Guide
Centre at Briarlands Bitton . The Province of Bristol had been pleased to support this
development with a donation of £1500. It provides overnight sleeping accommodation for
Rainbows, Brownies and Guides together with
their Leaders. There is a large open field for activities and a small area at the top for the camp
fire. The Centre is available for private hire.
The girls were involved in numerous activities, making perfume, various small scientific
experiments and some cooking which was the
most interesting part for me and I was pleased
to be one of the tasters.

He was Past First Principal of the Beaufort
Chapter in 1989 and the Worshipful Master of
the Burnet Lodge No 6789 in 2002.
In May 1988 he and Sam senior proposed the
present Worshipful Master Jon Draper, who is
not a too distant cousin through his mother,
Olive’s side of the family.
He took the chair again for one ceremony in
May 1994 to initiate his two sons Richard and
Stephen.

Prior to making the presentation, Arthur
Grannan, supported by Ben Bracey (Charity
Steward) gave an account of why Parkinson’s
UK had been chosen and how the money had
been raised throughout the year.
The cheque was gratefully received by Thomas
Phipps on behalf of the charity and outlined
how the donation would help to support people
with Parkinson’s within our community.
Gill Slocombe the Chief Guide, performed the
Opening Ceremony at 3.15. It turned out that
her grandfather and father were both Somerset masons. The event was well supported by
a number of local dignitaries, Dr. Ros Kennedy
the High Sheriff of Bristol, Mrs Jo Chambers
a Deputy Lord Lieutenant, the Chairman of
South Gloucester Council amongst several
others. In the refreshment tent was found Bob
Grey of Redcliffe Lodge who had also donated.
We had good weather and a good turnout. It
was really good to see so many young people
involved with different activities and I came
away feeling that we had contributed to a
worthwhile cause which would provide interesting outside activities for children for many
generations to come.

Cabot Lodge No 3884

Cheque Presentation to Parkinson’s UK

A

Saturday 7th March 2015

t the beginning of 2014, Cabot received
their MSF Column from the Provincial
Grand Master, Alan Vaughan in
recognition of the money pledged by members
of the lodge to the Masonic Samaritan Fund
(2019 Festival).
Having already achieved a target for the
Festival, the lodge was able to concentrate
on raising much needed funding for local
charities.
The Worshipful Master for the year WBro
Arthur Grannan chose as his supported
charity, Parkinson’s UK.
Through the organisation of several functions
over the year ranging from Bowls Evenings,
curry lunches, Epicurean Dinner at the City
College, golf competitions and a speaker
evening with Joe Jordan; the lodge raised the
fantastic amount of £3,650 for the charity.
A presentation was made to the president of
Parkinson’s UK, Thomas Phipps, at their AGM
held at St Monica Trust, Westbury on Trym on
Saturday 7th March 2015.

Sam was the instigator during his year in office
that the Second degree charge was delivered
after the relevant ceremony in the Lodge (Ron
Smith remembers this vividly as he was the Senior Warden so having had to learn this).
In March 1998, The Pedestal Falls were obtained from the legacy of Sam (senior) and
were presented to the Lodge by Sam, Richard
and Stephen.
Sam has 5 Grandchildren, ranging from 5 to 17
years old, which keep him and Diana very occupied.”

Sam Hemmings

50th Year as a Member of
Virtue & Industry

A

t the regular meeting of the Lodge of
Virtue and Industry, the Provincial
Grand Master Alan Vaughan presented
Sam Hemmings with a 50 year certificate with
the following.
“I’m pleased to be here on the 90th Anniversary of the consecration of the Lodge of Virtue
and Industry which was on January 29th last
and to present to Samuel Hemmings (Junior)
the certificate to celebrate his being a member
for 50 of those great years,

Sam was proposed by his Father, Sam Senior,
and was initiated into Virtue & Industry aged
21 years on 22nd April 1965, Passed 15th Oct
1965, and in that same month he married
Diana. Sam was then Raised 17th December
1965.
During this time Sam played football for the
Downs league.
Sam’s professional career started after leaving
Bristol Grammar school working for the family
business, Hemmings Transport after which he
later introduced waste management business.
A few may know that Sid Hodge used to source
vehicles for the business, but in fact they met
in hospital while both their children were being born. Sam and Sid have remained good
friends and both have suffered the lows and a
few highs as die hard followers of Bristol City.
Sam had three children in the late ‘60’s - Richard, Stephen and Katherine all married with
children of their own.

Redcliffe Regalia
1 Cardigan Road, Henleaze, Bristol BS9 4DY

THE SOUTH WEST’S
LEADING MASONIC SUPPLIER
No need to visit a Shop, battle thro’
Traffic or suffer parking problems
BUY DIRECT FROM OUR WEBSITE
FOR BEST PRICES ANYWHERE

www.redclifferegalia.com
Alternatively

Telephone: 0117 962 8622
Free Delivery for all readers of
The Bristol Standard
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The Warden’s Dinner

T

Wednesday 21st January 2015

he Warden’s Dinner took place in Park
Street on Wednesday 21st January 2015
and was attended by a good number of
both Senior and Junior Wardens.

This important annual event is organised to
give all Wardens an insight into the issues
they will face once they take the Chair in their
respective lodges.
To emphasise its importance, the meeting
was chaired by The Very Worshipful Deputy
Provincial
Grand
Master,
Christopher
Williams. He was supported by the Provincial
Grand Master, Provincial Senior and Junior
Wardens, Provincial Secretary, Provincial
Treasurer, Provincial Orator and Provincial
Mentor - all present to address the wardens.
After the roll call of lodges, the wardens sat
down to a very enjoyable meal produced by
Fredy Eyermann.
At the completion of the meal the Deputy
Provincial Grand Master, outlined the
responsibilities which faced all lodges and the
expectations which were incumbent on each of
the wardens once they took the place as master.

WALKING PARK
STREET

50 YEARS IN MASONRY
WBro AUSTIN DARBY PPrGChaplain

T

W

Tom McShane acted as location manager,
and was instrumental in planning and
implementing the technical arrangements.
Even his skills were not sufficient to get the
team through war torn South Sudan where
it was simply too dangerous to continue the
walk.

To mark Austin’s 50 years as a member of Redcliffe
Lodge he made a very generous donation of a beautiful Bible Cushion and Pedestal Fall to the Lodge.
This was dedicated at the regular lodge meeting
on 23rd January 2015 by Right Worshipful Bro.
Vaughan with prayer by the lodge Chaplain, Worshipful Brother Steven Hawkins.

Both Boston and Tom have expressed an interest
in Freemasonry and were delighted to take
the opportunity of seeing our building when
visiting Bristol. With the help of Provincial
Grand Secretary, Steve Rawlings, some details
of lodges in Uganda were provided which
Boston was keen to pursue on his return home.

Worshipful Brother Austin James Darby joined The
Redcliffe Lodge on 23rd October 1964.

wo intrepid travellers faced one of
their toughest assignments yet, when
they completed a tour of Freemasons’
Hall earlier this year. Anyone who watched
the Channel 4 series ‘Walking the Nile’ will
recognise Boston Ndoole who acted as guide
for the first 2,000 miles of Levison Wood’s epic
journey from the source to the Delta of the Nile.

orshipful Brother Austin James Darby celebrated 50 years in Masonry at the November 2014 meeting of Redcliffe Lodge where
he was presented with a long service certificate
by the Provincial Grand Master, Right Worshipful
Brother Alan John Vaughan. He was also presented
with a cut glass decanter from the brethren of the
lodge.

Austin was installed as Worshipful Master in April
1989 and was the Lodge Treasurer from 1992-2000.
He was born 17th August 1934 in Longwell Green.
At the age of 11 went to school at Clarks College,
Bristol. He left school at the age of 16 and started an
apprenticeship in his father’s butchers business.
At the age of 17 he was called up for National Service
in the Royal Air Force and served in Hamburg and
Cologne. He was demobbed in 1954 and re-joined
the family business, taking over when his father
died.
After 20 years he sold the business and thought of
retiring. Realising he was not ready for this he applied and started work for British Aerospace. This
he found much easier than butchery.
As a young lad he was a very keen cycle speedway
rider. He later progressed to go-karting where he
was quite successful.

Each of the Principal Officers introduced
themselves and gave a short talk on different
aspects of being a Worshipful Master in Bristol;
the roles that they had and the support that
they could give. There was a special emphasis
placed on the need to keep our Bristol
ceremonies unique and not allow emulation
workings to creep into our practices.
There was a question and answer session at
the end of the evening. Many interesting topics
were raised and answered successfully by the
provincial team.
The Provincial Grand Master for Bristol, Alan
Vaughan, brought the evening to a conclusion
by emphasising that to enjoy the year, all
worshipful masters had to put in the hard work
to make it a success.
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While working at British Aerospace he was asked
if he would like to try bowling. He is still bowling
today having represented, Bristol Indoor, City and
County and Gloucester outdoor as well as playing
league and cup level for his club. He won many club
competitions and last year won the Association
Singles.
Austin has enjoyed 57 years of married life with his
wife Marlene. They have two sons and three grandchildren.

Richard Lewis

Provincial Senior Grand Warden

R

ichard was initiated into Powell
Lodge in January 1984. He
was Worshipful Master in
1996 and again in 2000. In 2002 he
was appointed Provincial Deputy
Grand Director of Ceremonies, was
promoted to Past Provincial Grand
Registrar in 2010 and carried out the
very rewarding duties of Provincial
Junior Grand Warden in 2012.

Richard won first prize in a talent
competition at Weymouth when he
was 6. Unfortunately there was no
big cash prize but a box of paints!
His first pantomime was at school
when he was one half of the Chinese
policemen duo - Ping and Pong - in
Aladdin (you can guess which one!).
Richard joined The Court Players
at Rangeworthy in 1972. Since then
he has played many varied roles
as character parts in a long list of
comedies, plays, musicals, panto’s,
and theme evenings. He is probably
best known for his comic roles
particularly in pantomime and more
recently as a more than competent
“Dame”. He has also undertaken
many administrative roles including
Publicity officer, Chairman and
Secretary – a position he has held for
the past twelve years.
He was the recipient of the Alan Haines
Memorial Trophy in 1980 and 2008
and the Chairman’s Award in 2004
and 2014. He was awarded the 40 year
Long Service Award by the National
Operatic and Dramatic Association
(NODA) for services to amateur
drama in 2013 and was instrumental
in The Court Players winning an
Outstanding Achievement Award for
their production of “The Last Resort”
in 2014.

In 2014 he was pleased to accept
honorary membership of the Semper
Fidelis Lodge for his contribution as
the Lodge’s Director of Ceremonies
for more than five years. He became
a Joining Member of the Proscenium
Lodge No 9059 in the Province of
South Wales in 2004 and is also a
member of Bristol Installed Masters
Lodge.
He was exalted into the Chapter of
Charity in 1997 and was installed as
First Principal in February 2011. He
was invested as Provincial Scribe
Nehemiah at the Annual Meeting of
Provincial Grand Chapter in 2012.
Richard is also a member of Bristol
Installed First Principals Chapter
and was admitted into the Camp of
Baldwyn in 2009.
Richard was employed by RollsRoyce for over 43 years and spent
many happy years in a liaison role
with RAF and European aircrew.

Richard was a Charity and Senior
Citizens Entertainer, a Winner
of weekly talent competitions at
Warner’s and Pontin’s Holiday
Centres and a presenter for the Bristol
Hospital Broadcasting Service. He
also ran his own “Mobile Music
Show” for over 30 years, and has
made several television appearances.
When he does eventually get some
spare time Richard enjoys visits to
the live theatre both professional and
supporting other local groups.

Richard has been happily married
to wife Lin for 33 years. They have
daughters Amy (28) and Hannah (25).

“We are very lucky to have our
unique Bristol working” he says “and
it is up to all of us to preserve our
traditions and heritage. However, we
do need to recognise the demands of
today’s modern world. As Provincial
Senior Grand Warden, I look forward
to visiting your lodges during the
coming year and witnessing good
Bristol ritual and seeing all the
brethren enjoying themselves!”

BRISTOL
MASONIC GOLF
ASSOCIATION

W

e are well into our
golfing year with our
captain Arthur Grannon
and vice captain Keith Erwin
hoping to fill our trophy cabinet.
Our first event as always the
Douglas Markham Tankards
held this year on 29th April at
Clevedon Golf Club with 21 eager
golfers on a very windy day. This
did not stop Paul Smith and Peter
Ellis winning with 39 points. Ben
Bracey and John Allen second
with Mike Biggs and Mike Collins
third, our thanks to Paul Smith for
helping with the arrangements.

Masonic Golf Society at the
Monmouthshire Golf Club on
10th June, a beautiful day on a
lovely course. The weather had
the desired effect, as we won
back the Miners Lamp Trophy
after a two year gap. Tim Brunton
was sporting a pair of vivid blue
golf trousers earning him the
nick-name of bluebell and not
to be outdone Sam Glenn, for the
evening, was wearing a colourful
blazer that required sun glasses
to appreciate it.

Our next game was the Don
Foster Trophy at Henbury Golf
Club on 23rd June, won this year
by Andrew Nunn.

Our only home match against
other provinces this year was
against Gloucestershire Masonic
Golf Society at Kendleshire Golf
Club on 14th May on what was
probably the coldest and wettest
day in May. We came away with
a draw.

The Clive Farrow trophy this year
is being held at Mendip Spring
Golf Club on the 7th July. Team
events to come are Cornwall at
Launceston on the 7th August,
Somerset at Burnham & Barrow
Golf Club on the 11th August
and finally Wiltshire on the 2nd
September.

What a change in the weather for
the match against Monmouthshire

Our Captain Arthur is also
arranging an inter Lodge event on
4th September, so plenty of games
to look forward to. Our thanks to
Tony Whitmarsh who always has
his camera at the ready.
by Ron Brunton
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Kenneth
Harper

IN MEMORIAM

W.Bro. Peter Harris

P

50 YEARS IN
MASONRY

ete was born on 2nd November 1943 and lived
with his parents and sister in Barton Hill until
he was 18. He attended Hannah More Junior
School and then Carlton Park Boys School. He had
a very happy childhood, and spent much time getting into many scrapes and doing a lot of things his
parents knew nothing about, such as climbing the
Avon Gorge when he was 10 years old.

O

n Monday 12th January 2015 at a meeting
of the Royal Clarence
Lodge No. 68, Ken Harper was
presented with a 50 year Certificate by the Provincial Grand
Master Alan Vaughan who also
presented him with a Bristol
Blue Glass, suitably inscribed,
and donated by the lodge in
grateful thanks for his many
years service and dedication.

He met his wife, Val, at the age of six when at primary school and they attended church and youth
club together. They were great friends when in their
young teens but he was always Val’s best friend.
They had a courtship from the age of 16 and married
in 1967. They had two children, Joanne and James.

Ken was delighted and honoured to receive both the Certificate and gift and wanted
to thank not only his lodge
members but also the many
friends and colleagues in the
Province who have supported
him throughout the 50 years.

In Memoriam - Robin Arnold

R

18th November 1934 – 31st May 2015

obin was born in Lambeth, London and
never lost his South London twang despite spending most of his adult life in
Bristol.
He grew up in Sutton, Surrey, moving next to
Brighton and finally on to Bristol following his
father who had relocated due to his work.
He enjoyed very happy times in Brighton where
he took up weight lifting & body building and
was very much a fitness fanatic.

He was a character and perhaps a ‘one off’ in his
day to day life, at one time referring to a very
pedantic Tax Inspector as a ‘self-employment
deterrent officer’
Sport was uppermost in Robin’s life and
he always supported his two sons from the
touchline whenever they played. He also
played cricket for Downend. He continued
bodybuilding and was placed fourth in the Mr
West body building competition, only just being
pipped by Dave Prowse of Darth Vader and
Green-Cross-Code fame.
He was initiated into the Lodge of Virtue &
Industry No 4701on the 15th of May 1970 rising
up through the Lodge to become Worshipful
Master in 1979. He was also Past First Principal
of the Beaufort Chapter in 1995.
Later he became a member of the Matthew
Lodge where he really enjoyed the fact that
Charmaine could accompany him at the lunch.
He coped stoically in the last seven years. The
illnesses and untimely deaths of his son Robin
and then wife Charmaine, followed by his
aneurism in 2013, which he survived, despite
the hospital only giving him only a 20 to 1
chance of survival.

He was introduced to Charmaine at the same
time as he played for the Bristol Saracens Rugby
Club; they had two sons Robin & Julian.
As a devoted father he worked very hard at his
accountancy business to enable his sons to attend private school. His intention as a father
was to give his family the best education as well
as a family bond which led to a stable home.
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The funeral service was held at Christ Church
Downend on Wednesday 24th June by the Rev
Paul Peterson and was well attended, with
many people travelling great distances to pay
their last respects.
A very personal and sometimes jovial Tribute
was read by his son Julian and a poignant Bible reading; Psalm 25 read by Tara his daughter
in law. Peter Franklin read the Mary Elizabeth
Frye poem ‘do not stand at my grave and weep’.
Robin, with his lively banter and emotive personality will be greatly missed by all who knew
him.

Pete was initiated into Powell Lodge on 26th January
1987. Although he progressed up through the offices
of the Lodge he was, unfortunately, unable to take
the Chair in the normal progression due to his business commitments taking him away from Bristol.
However, he became one of those brethren who is
invaluable in every lodge - the super sub and his adlibbing was able to carry him through the ceremony
in whatever office he was standing in for! Business
eased off and Pete was able to take the Chair of King
Solomon in 2005. The Rt W Provincial Grand Master
appointed him to the active rank of Provincial Junior Grand Deacon in 2011. He was exalted into the
Chapter of Charity in 2009.
One of Pete’s many other interests was amateur
drama. He joined the Court Players at Rangeworthy in 1989. We will always remember his knockabout pantomime comedy and his Agatha Christie
detectives. He actually learnt to tap dance to take
the leading male role of Bill Snibson in “Me and My
Girl”. He received much acclaim for his role in the
One Act Play Festival production of “Marrakech”
where he was nominated for Best Actor in both the
Bristol and AAD Festivals. However, Pete’s most impressive performance was as Lord Nelson in “A Bequest To The Nation.” It will stay long in the memory
- a difficult role in an adventurous and challenging
play. It certainly went a long way to contributing
to The Court Players winning a NODA Outstanding
Achievement Award for that production. It was also
a role which carried over into Lodge. Having to play
the part of Nelson with one arm strapped behind his
back we were treated to Pete as ADC perambulating
the lodge with one arm behind his back.
Pete was very much a one-off; his “what you see is
what you get” attitude may have fooled some people into thinking that he had an “anyhow will do”
outlook but this couldn’t be further from the truth.
Pete put lots of time and effort into getting things
right but in his own particular way. The first degree
secrets became his “party piece” and he imparted
them word perfectly to a number of candidates on
their initiation and I’m sure they appreciated his efforts. Pete was a very honest and genuine person.
He certainly didn’t have any airs and graces and
there was no edge to him. Pete made many friends
in all aspects of his life. This was born out of the
many people, including a good number from Powell
Lodge, who attended his funeral.
During his year long illness Pete was never heard to
complain or moan. He did everything possible to
make life easy for the rest of his family. His death
is a huge unfillable loss but his family and his many
friends, feel very privileged to have had him in their
lives.
He was a very loving and caring husband, father,
grandfather, friend and brother. Our deepest sympathies go to wife Val and his family including his
five grandchildren who were the light of his life.

JONATHAN MARK WALKER DAVIS

H

Provincial Junior Grand Warden

aving been born just outside Worcester and
grown up in Essex and London, it may surprise some that Jo sees Bristol as his “home”.
“Both my parents were born in Fishponds, my father
attended the Grammar School and played rugby for
Bristol. Throughout my childhood I would be regaled
with stories about ‘proper Bristol’.”

In many ways all Orders and Degrees need Membership Officers/Mentors. The Almoner is appointed to
check on the infirm, but unless his brief is extended,
there is no-one to keep an eye on the new members to
ensure their continuing interest.

He attended Bristol Poly, in the first year of the new
campus, and apart from a couple of years working in
London has remained a true and loyal naturalised
Bristolian.

We held a Mentors’ Evening last October which was
well-attended and I intend to hold others. At our
first meeting we had a good exchange of information
and learnt much from one another. I believe that the
Lodge Mentor should be in a co-ordinating role to
help his Sub-mentors. These will be mentoring perhaps a maximum of four to six members. I hope that
some of these Sub-mentors will attend subsequent
Provincial Mentoring Meetings.

Coming into Masonry opened up a new life for Jo. “I
had always enjoyed participating in clubs, both sports
and social, but masonry brought a completely different angle. The formality of the ritual and the sense
of brotherhood felt very welcoming and supportive.”
Jo was initiated into Dolphin Lodge in 1992 and served
as Worshipful Master in 2001 and 2006. As Director of
Ceremonies for Dolphin Lodge, Jo shows great enthusiasm for the new generation of candidates coming
through. “Dolphin has enjoyed great success over
recent years in recruiting new candidates, typically
four per year. The regeneration of the Lodge through
this process is very exciting. Not everyone progresses
at the same pace, but the sense of being part of something vibrant is palpable and sharing the journey is a
key part of masonry.”
Jo describes his working life as something of a portfolio career. Having trained as an accountant, he
moved into education running a successful consultancy for a number of years. He now is the proprietor
of a grounds and garden maintenance company, acts
as a business services consultant for academies and
schools, is a trustee of Bristol Drugs Project, and is a
member of the Lord Chancellor’s Advisory Committee for Avon and Somerset. He states that the variety
keeps him busy and interested.

However, I have no intention of dictating how Mentoring should be carried out. I want to ensure that it is
being done and to share information that I am given
from Grand Lodge and our adjoining Provinces, also
by meeting we can usefully exchange information
based on our own experience.

Always a keen sportsman (and a founder member of
Sportmen’s Lodge and Chapter) he now restricts himself to real tennis and golf, with an occasional skiing
trip. This just leaves a little time for his wife Jane and
their three grown up daughters.
As for the year ahead, as Provincial Junior Grand
Warden, he is really excited about the opportunity
to see more Lodges and Bristol masons. However, he
thinks he may have to scale back on some of his other
commitments for the time being.

MENTORING IN THE PROVINCE OF BRISTOL

I

JOHN ALLEN Provincial Grand Mentor

was very honoured when the Deputy Provincial
Grand Master, V.W. Bro Christopher Williams,
asked me (as I was enjoying a glass of brandy at
one of the Patron’s Lunches) whether I would be prepared to take on the role of Provincial Mentor both
for the Craft and Royal Arch. This was obviously
a carefully planned moment and, of course, I said
yes! Seriously, I was delighted to accept the office
as I consider it to be a most important as well as interesting role.

United Grand Lodge promoted the role some years
ago; many of us have been Membership Officers
before the title was changed. However, it is now a
more formalised procedure. A Grand Mentor, W.
Bro James Bartlett, has been appointed and holds
regular meetings in London and the Provinces for
the Provincial Mentors.
A Focus Group has more recently been established
to analyse many aspects of our membership. Any
member is encouraged to contribute their views to
the surveys. In due course, no doubt, results of their
findings will be published.
My predecessor, W. Bro Tony Baker, has already
‘kick-started’ the process by producing a number of
excellent booklets, not only on Mentoring but also
on the three Craft Ceremonies and the Royal Arch.

Sensitivity is the key. Mentoring is not some ‘Civil
Service’ procedure. The Lodge Mentors’ role is to
be alongside the new candidate throughout his Degree Ceremonies, to explain all aspects, the history,
the ritual, the Lodge Room, Grand Lodge, Provincial
Grand Lodge, the workings of his own Lodge and
other Lodges, Masonic Charities, other Orders and
Degrees to name but a few areas that will be mysterious to the New Mason. He then has to monitor his
progress and help him throughout his career in the
Lodge. Even after a member has been through the
Chair, someone has to keep an eye on him, Past Masters can slip away also.

Initially, I was very pleased to find that the majority of Lodges have already appointed Mentors, or an
equivalent officer. Some of the smaller Lodges have
not, but in these cases communication is probably
easier.

I represented the Province of Bristol at a National
Meeting of Mentors at the Connaught Rooms in London. This was a fascinating experience and made my
job seem small when I talked to the Grand Mentor for
the Metropolitan District who had over 200 Lodges
under his control and the Grand Mentor for Berkshire
who had over 150. Aren’t we lucky!
At present, with the help of Geoff Palmer of the Lodge
of Virtue and Industry, a new addition to the Provincial Website is being constructed which will give
helpful information, not only on Mentoring but also
on many aspects of Masonry including the Three Degrees, the Royal Arch, After meetings and general etiquette. I am also looking into the possibility of having a talk on Mentoring from an outside professional.

Perhaps if your Lodge or Chapter does not have a candidate, it would be a great opportunity for a Lecture
to which new members of other Lodges and Chapters
could be invited.
I am always very pleased to speak to Lodges and
Chapters or their Committee Meetings on Mentoring
or to answer any questions.
johnallenburwood@gmail.com

Masonry has changed a great deal since I was initiated in 1987; for a long time I had no idea what it was
all about – who did what, or how to go about finding
out. Many of my contemporaries had the same experience, and some came close to resigning (many of
course did). The only time Past Masters spoke to me
was to reprimand me when I got a word of the Ritual
incorrect, or to order me to get some more potatoes
(e.g.) for them at the After meeting!
We have had to change and still have a considerable
way to go. We must preserve the Bristol Ritual, the
solemnity of our ceremonies and the formality of
our After meetings. This is what the membership,
including new members, tell me that they enjoy and
value in Bristol. However, we have to find ways to
encourage and help Master Masons not only to enjoy
their Masonry but also, if they wish, how to proceed
to the Chair in these times of increasing work and
different family pressures. (I have become an example of why my daughter won’t allow my son-in-law to
become a Mason!)
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2009 Circle / Cabot
Visit to Cardiff

This is an Anniversary that is not passing
without due celebration. As has been the case
in each year, we have a full programme of
social activities during the year. In particular
on Wednesday 22nd April we held a celebratory
lunch in dining room 3 at Park Street. Freddy
and his staff provided us with a superb five
course meal whilst Tony and his staff were very
hospitable in making the bar available for us
during the day.

Saturday 21st – Monday 23rd March 2015

The 2009 Circle Golf competition held at The Vale of
Glamorgan Golf Club; being joined by others who
had travelled from Bristol to play on the excellent
National Course.

T

The tournament was won by Adrian Timms (Brunel
Lodge) closely followed by Ben Bracey in 2nd place
(Cabot Lodge). The scoring was competitive with
only 7 points separating all the players on what was
a very difficult course.

his was the Circle’s 4th annual weekend away,
but rather than just make it a golfing weekend,
a venue was chosen that would appeal to a
wider taste.

During the proceedings, the Circle Quartet
‘The Four Degrees’ (W.Bro. Mike and Myra
Kenway and W.Bro. Mike and Gay Huggins)
sang a variant on the Perry Como classic ‘Magic
Memories’ with lyrics reflecting 30 years of
the ‘85’ Circle. It’s one of those melodies that
stay in the mind for the rest of the day, pity it’s
sometimes not so easy with the ceremonies!
In the evening we were treated to a Welsh themed
dinner, provided by the Future Inn. Again, the food
and the service were excellent.

After a passing conversation with Del Brett, (Owner
of Future Inns UK) at the Sportsmen’s Lodge, it was
decided that a visit to Cardiff would fit our exact
requirements, as his hotel is situated very near to
Mermaid Quay, in the Bays area of Cardiff. There
were a wide range of attractions to suit all tastes and
several fine golf courses within a 15 minute drive of
the hotel.

Each diner had a placemat which detailed not
only the meal to be enjoyed, but also details
of all those who were members of the original
Circle in 1985 and a Roll of Presidents since
then.

The whole weekend was a huge success, with
everyone commenting on the location, facilities and
service that we received during our stay.

Magic Moments
- with apologies to Perry Como

Magic Moments
Memories we’ve been sharin’
Magic Moments
Aprons we’ve been wearin’
The Nights in the Chair,
with everyone there
The Lodge room was busy.
We sat in the North,
advice pouring forth
The Master was dizzy.
Magic Moments
We all hold so dearly.
Perfect ceremonies,
O so very nearly!

The Corner with wine,
we all stayed to dine
And had a good blow out.
Drank a good toast,
to those we love most
Late home would be certain!

After booking into the hotel on the Saturday, some
chose to take a walk around the Bays Barrage and
Cardiff City centre; others made a visit to the
Everyman Theatre to watch a production of Measure
for Measure. A group of gentlemen chose to take
advantage of one of the many hostelries in the area
to watch the thrilling end to the 6 Nations Rugby
tournament.
A table had been booked for the evening at the
Bayside Brasserie, where the whole group enjoyed
a fine dining experience, in an excellent restaurant.
After a superb breakfast at the hotel the group again
went its separate ways – some choosing to take the
water taxi from the Bays area up to Cardiff Castle.
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1985 Circle

015 marks the 30th Anniversary of our
Circle, which is still going strong. We still
have 11 subscribing Past Masters from the
original Circle.

Magic Moments
Memories we’ve been sharin’
Magic Moments
Collars we’ve been wearin’
Time can’t erase
the memory of
Those magic moments
With...our...Bruv!
(do do do ..............16.....)

The weekends away,
all happy and gay
Spent by the seaside.
The things that we did,
which cost a few quid
Like having a train ride.
Laguna or Grand,
piano or band,
Strictly come dancin’
A walk on the prom,
a stately home viewed
A tour in a garden

Magic Moments
Memories we’ve been sharin’
Magic Moments
85 pins we’re wearin’.
The picnics on grass,
or theatre for farce,
We varied the programme.
The hotels we found,
touched on new ground,
Saw waistlines expanding!
Magic Moments
Memories we’ve been sharin’.
Magic Moments
When our hearts are carin’.
We went to the Zoo,
tried something new
With a day at the races.
Saw a musical show,
then had to go
For lunch on the Barbie.
Magic Moments
Memories we’ve been sharin’
Magic Moments
Long years in the makin’.
(Slower)
It’s now thirty years,
through joy, fun and tears,
And what fabulous
friendships!
We’ve come a long way,
and needless to say –
Our Circles’ still working.
A tour of a garden.
Time can’t erase
the memory of
Those magic moments
Filled...With...Love!
PTO

Once again, we have a full programme of activities for
2015. Earlier in the year we held our AGM at the Cross
Hands, Old Sodbury, and then in March we toured
No.1 Royal Crescent, Bath and afterwards lunched at
the Horse and Hounds at Lansdown.

MSF’s big gift to
Dementia Research

At the May Bank holiday we have the traditional
caravan weekend and barbeque. In June we will visit
the Lavender Farm at Faukland, and then a couple
of summer picnics. In October our weekend away
will be held at the Royal Glen Hotel, Sidmouth, when
we will continue our celebrations of this important
anniversary.
Overall, another active year! I think that this is proof
if it were necessary that three decades on and the 1985
Circle can justly stand by the phrase coined at the time
of its formation - ‘Stay Alive With Eighty-five’ !
W.B. Mike Huggins, Secretary
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Dennis’s BIG Day

t’s not everyone who can say that they are
still playing a high level of rugby at the age
of 63, nor are there many people who have
played 1,000 games in their career – and for the
same club!

occasion by two other members of the Cabot
Lodge - Brother James Goodchild a member at
North Bristol and Worshipful Master Richard
Blacker - who had obtained special permission
from their own club to play alongside Dennis
on his special day.

Dr Myra Conway with colleague Matt Harris
Wednesday, 24 December, 2014
BRACE is celebrating after winning a £46,000
grant to fund cutting edge research into novel
blood biomarkers for Alzheimer’s disease.
The generous donation, made by the Masonic
Samaritan Fund (MSF), will allow researchers
at the University of the West of England, to
identify key target proteins that are modified
due to changes in the brains of people with
Alzheimer’s disease.
This will allow researchers to generate a
“signature” profile for patients with mildcognitive impairment that will progress to
Alzheimer’s disease.

But that was the case for W.Bro Dennis Vittle of
the Cabot Lodge, No 3884, when he played his
1,000th game for North Bristol RFC on Saturday 11th April 2015.
There was a larger than average number of
spectators at North Bristol Rugby ground to
cheer Dennis onto the pitch for their 2nd team
game against Bristol Barbarians RFC.

The game itself was a very tight affair, with
North Bristol snatching a winning try in the
very last minute of the game.
There was much merriment in the bar after
the game with everyone stating that they were
looking forward to playing against Dennis on
his 1,500th game!!!

Lead scientist Myra Conway said the research
was a key element in the wider global race for
new diagnostics.
Myra said, “This funding will allow us to build on
our pilot studies, extend our panel of biomarkers
and start to develop a new biosensor device for
future clinical use.”
Myra’s team will be looking for disease markers
that are specific to early AD in fluid around the
brain and in blood that show an increase in
oxidative stress, a forerunner of dementia.

Many of Dennis’s friends from 41 clubs at both
Portishead and Henleaze, alongside several
members of the Cabot Lodge, had turned up to
support him on this momentous occasion.
Dennis was applauded onto the pitch by his
team mates and he was also joined on this

The new study builds on early progress made
in a pilot project in 2012, also funded by the
MSF through BRACE.

Richard Blacker Dennis Vittle James Goodchild

Join our Ambassador Programme
Through the magic of technology, the Masonic initiative Lifelites gives terminally ill and disabled
children in hospices opportunities to have fun, be creative, control something for themselves and
communicate for as long as possible.
We are looking for volunteers in YOUR Province to join our Ambassadors’ programme:
Become a representative - promote Lifelites and raise awareness of the work we do by:
•
giving a talk to Lodges or other local groups,
•
attending cheque presentations and thanking donors face-to-face, or
•
taking part in a physical challenge.
Become a training volunteer in your local children’s hospice to communicate to staff about how
to use our specialist equipment.
You just need to have:
•
an interest in the practical application of technology and
•
a calm and approachable nature

For more information contact James Hunt on 020 7440 4200 or email: jhunt@lifelites.org
Charity no. 1115655
0207 440 4200
www.lifelites.org
@LifelitesOrg

These changes reflect alteration to proteins
and lipids that are particular to patients with
AD but also wider biological pathways which
protect the brain from harmful toxic compounds
that accumulate during the disease process.
If the team can find reliable biomarkers then
they will have a way of diagnosing Alzheimer’s
at a much earlier point in the diseases’
development.
This preliminary study will take 1 year to
complete and the findings will be published to
share with other research teams around the
world.
Heather Atkin, spokesperson for MSF, said
she was delighted that the organisation could
support BRACE and the scientists it funds. She
said, “We recognise that it is so important to
fund this type of research because it is only
by the pursuit of meticulous, forensic scientific
endeavour that we will find meaningful
treatments for dementia. We wish Myra and
her team all the best with the study and look
forward to hearing the results.”
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The Importance of
Research

Masonic Samaritan Fund (MSF)

£1M Jubilee Research Fund:
Make Your Voice Count!
To mark the 25th anniversary of the Masonic Samaritan Fund, the Charity
is donating £1 million in grants to medical and care research projects.
The Fund now invites every Freemason to nominate one proposal from an agreed
shortlist of five research projects, based in or near our Province. You can make
your voice count by voting on their website at: www.msfund.org.uk/research
The doctors, consultants and care experts that make up the MSF’s Trustee Board
have identified the shortlist of research projects which are all high quality and
worthy of your support. With only £1m of funding available through the Silver Jubilee Research Fund, there is an obvious need to make some difficult decisions
– and we need your help!
Whilst most of the MSF’s Trustees are Freemasons, this is the first time in their
25 year history that the Fund has invited the wider membership to support a specific research project or cause in our community.
On the Fund’s website a summary of each research project has been provided
with sufficient detail to enable you to make an informed decision. You will have
the choice between five research projects based in, or near, the Province. You
can cast your nomination by simply clicking the ‘vote now’ button.
Only Freemasons, or their widows, are invited to nominate a project so you must
provide details of your full name and email address, Province and Lodge name
and number in order for your vote to be verified and registered.
What research study do you wish the MSF to support in our region? Make your
voice count at: www.msfund.org.uk/reseach

Since 2011, the MSF has supported medical research projects which aim to improve the prevention, detection, diagnosis and treatment available for many of
the illnesses and disabilities that affect
Masonic families and the wider community.
The MSF has been particularly keen to
support research into age related illnesses including dementia, degenerative
diseases and sight loss, as well as cancer
and mental health. Grants for research
into the needs of carers and health or
care issues affecting children and young
people have also been eagerly supported.
Why we support medical and care
research:
•

Research improves our understanding of the human body; helping us
to prevent diseases and understand
how they develop

•

Research drives diagnostic advances
creating new tests and assessment for
the early detection, and subsequent
early intervention, of diseases.

•

Research discovers new and innovative treatments; it brings the latest
treatments and approaches to today’s
patients

•

Research improves the lives of
people with illnesses and works
towards a future without disease.

Visit www.msfund.org.uk/research and
join thousands of other Freemasons in
deciding how this £1 million is best
spent.

Repairs & Regular Servicing
of all makes
(Prop. Mike Mercer)

Classic Cars a Speciality
Courtesy Car by Arrangement
Henfield Business Park, Westerleigh Road,
Henfield, Bristol BS36 2UP
Associate of Jaguar Car Club

0117 956 9115
Enquiries Welcome

Photograph taken at the Re-dedication of The Burnett Lodge
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The Jaguar Car Enthusiasts’
Club Filton
0117 969 8168
www.jec.org.uk

Freemasons fund groundbreaking heart transplant
research
During 2014, The Freemasons’ Grand Charity and Masonic Samaritan Fund donated
£200,000 towards heart transplant research
that has recently had astounding results.
Experts from Papworth Hospital have successfully performed a landmark procedure which
is set to significantly increase the number of
lives saved for people waiting for a heart transplant.
In response to the worldwide shortage of donor
hearts for transplantation, a Papworth Hospital team, led by Consultant Surgeon Stephen
Large, has identified a new source of donor
hearts to save more lives.
The research shows that heart transplants
from a new group of potential donors - known
as non-beating heart donors - could save hundreds of lives internationally as the heart
transplant waiting list continues to grow.

A very interesting and notable evening on the occasion of the Installation of W.Bro. Ron Targett
as Worshipful Master of Bristol Installed Masters Lodge. The highlight of the evening was a talk
entitled “Some Surprising Masonic Memories” given by RtWBro. Captain Sir Norman LloydEdwards KCVO, PPrGM - South Wales.
L to R: Sir Norman Lloyd-Edwards, RtWBro. Alan Vaughan, W.Bro. Ron Targett (Worshipful Master),
W.Bro. Philip Thorne (Installing Master).

P.B. TYRES
Specialists in

New & Part Worn Tyres
Wheel Alignment Checks
Puncture Repairs
Batteries
Opening Hours:
Monday-Friday 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturday 9.00am - 2.00pm

Personal Service
Tel/Fax: 0117 949 6490
40b, Soundwell Road, Staple Hill
Bristol BS16 4QP

Mr Large said: “Significant research has gone
into finding new, safe ways to increase the
number of lives we save using heart transplantation. The use of this group of donor hearts
could increase heart transplantation by up to
25 per cent in the UK alone.”
Mr Large said “I would like to take the time
to sincerely thank the Freemasons as they have
been instrumental in helping us translate our
research into a clinical programme of DCD
heart transplantation which is set to revolutionise transplantation in the UK. Our work has
been realised due to the very generous support
of The Freemasons’ Grand Charity and the
Masonic Samaritan Fund. My very sincerest
thanks goes to all in United Grand Lodge of
England for helping make this possible.”
Earlier this year Huseyin Ulucan, from London, became the first successful recipient of
a heart transplant from a non-beating heart
donor in Europe using new innovative techniques following an operation at Papworth
Hospital in Cambridgeshire. He is making remarkable progress – spending only four days
in the Critical Care Unit and is now recovering
well at home.
The procedure, developed at Papworth, involves restoring function to the heart allowing
safe assessment of the organ before it is accepted for transplantation. The heart is then placed
onto an Organ Care System (OCS) to maintain
the quality of the donor heart during transportation to Papworth where it is transplanted.
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Mr Large said: “This is a very exciting development. By enabling the safe use of these kind of
donor hearts, we could significantly increase
the total number of heart transplants each
year, saving hundreds of lives.
Professor James Neuberger, Associate Medical
Director for organ donation and transplantation at NHS Blood and Transplant, said: “We
are immensely grateful to the donor’s family
and we hope they are taking great comfort in
knowing that their relative’s organs have saved
lives and have also made an important contribution to heart transplantation in the UK. We
also shouldn’t forget the donor families who
helped pave the way for the hospital’s recent
landmark transplantation.”
Copyright © 2015 THE GRAND CHARITY, All
rights reserved.
Our mailing address is:
THE GRAND CHARITY
60 GREAT QUEEN STREET
London, LONDON WC2B 5AZU

Huseyin Ulucan, from London, became the first successful recipient of a heart transplant
from a non-beating heart donor in Europe

INDIVIDUALLY DESIGNED & CREATED
MODERN CONTEMPORARY TRADITIONAL

BESPOKE KITCHENS
• DOORS DRAWERS IN SOLID WOODS
• OR QUALITY VENEERS & HIGH GLOSS LAMINATES
• PAINTED DOORS IN ANY DULUX COLOUR
• COLOUR LAMINATED OR SOLID WOOD CABINETS
• SOLID WOOD OR METAL DRAWER BOXES
• SOFT CLOSE DOORS & DRAWERS
• BESPOKE, MADE TO FIT YOUR ROOM DIMENSIONS
• FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES & APPLIANCES
• LAMINATE, SOLID WOOD, GRANITE SURFACES.
• SPECIALIST FITTING, ELECTRICS, PLUMBING ETC
• COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL PROJECT MANAGEMENT
• CERAMIC, STONE FLOORS & WALLS.
• SOLID WOOD FLOORING

B ERKELEY I NTERIORS LTD
for

Kitchens. Bathrooms. Bedrooms. Studies
Office 01454 260083 Mobile 07966 28 33 77
Additional information email

berkeleyinteriors@gmail.com

Bristol

Books & booklets
Business cards
Letterheads with over 20 years experience
Posters
The best Bristol
Greetings cards
Calendars
one-stop-shop
Invitations
for all your
Orders of service
printing
needs
Tickets
Menus
Call, email or
Programmes
come in
Leaflets
& see us:
0117 966 5566
Raffle tickets
info@minutemanbristol.com
Summons
15 - 19 Nelson Parade
& more...
Bristol BS3 4HY

printers

minutemanbristol.com
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Plan celebrates completion of
“Rebuilding Lives in the Philippines” project
In November 2013, the Philippines was struck by Typhoon Haiyan, the most severe storm ever to hit land. It caused widespread destruction,
killing over 6,000 people and affecting a further 14 million people. Hundreds of schools and health centres were seriously damaged or
destroyed leaving thousands of children with no educational provision and thousands more without adequate healthcare.
Over the next six months, Freemasons from across England, Wales and Jamaica joined forces to raise an incredible £185,385 which in June
2014 was donated to Plan’s “Rebuilding Lives in the Philippines” project. In March 2015 the project was successfully completed and has
already made a huge impact on the communities of Eastern Samar.
As a thank you, Plan have produced this wonderful video to express their gratitude to The Freemasons’ Grand Charity and all those who donated
to make this project possible.

Through this project fourteen classrooms across three primary schools have been reconstructed, repaired and equipped, enabling 730 children to
resume their studies. The support provided to these children will not only be crucial in terms of their learning and development, but also for their
emotional wellbeing as schools can provide children with a much-needed sense of safety and stability in the wake of such traumatic events.
The project has also produced two new health centres, serving eight communities in total, allowing over 12,000 people to access vital and often
lifesaving medical care. The centres have also been equipped with specialised birthing clinics providing pregnant women a sanitary and safe
place to give birth; facilities which had previously been sorely lacking.
Speaking at the opening ceremony for her new classroom back in August 2014, a pupil said:

I end this message with a heart full of optimism that we will sit in a new classroom…Typhoon Yolanda [Haiyan]

may have been the strongest typhoon that we have ever encountered, but together – as a united people – we are
stronger than whatever disaster that may come our way.
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As part of their sustainable approach to redevelopment, Plan have employed the “Build Back Better”
method to produce structures capable of withstanding future disasters. The new buildings were put
to the test in December 2014 when Typhoon Ruby struck the same area. We are happy to say none
of the new structures sustained any damage. In fact, due to their resilient design, one of the new
schools was utilised as an evacuation centre, providing shelter and safety for around 600 people.
Thanks to their quality, these buildings will continue to benefit the communities of Eastern Samar for
generations to come, helping to improve the long-term safety and wellbeing of thousands of children
and their families.

Thank you to everyone who donated to this project. It would not have
been possible without your support.

Letter from the editor

QR

QR welcomes not only the Bristol Masons
but all those people who have access to this
magazine either in the waiting rooms of the
doctors, dentists or anywhere they may find
a copy of this issue. Yes Bristol Masonry has
at last moved into the 21st century and you
can now connect to Twitter, Facebook or the
Provincial web site with your smart phone,
ipad, or iphone all while you’re on the move.
Go on you’ll find it so easy! If not ask the
children or grandchildren.

Photographs are solely owned by and managed on behalf
of Freemasons of Bristol Ltd, unless stated otherwise. They
must not be used - or private photographs taken within
Freemasons’ Hall - without written authorisation from the
Provincial Office.
Lodge Almoners - extra copies of The Bristol Standard to
enable you to despatch to widows etc. Can be obtained
from the Provincial Office, 0117 954 9844 (Monday &
Thursday only).
Members changing addresses, please inform your Lodge
Secretary ASAP to ensure continuity of receiving your
magazine.

PROVINCE OF BRISTOL

JULIAN TRUST NIGHT SHELTER - FOR THE HOMELESS
Brethen, a simple request please, if you or your friends and family no longer
require any PILLOWCASES and SINGLE FITTED SHEETS, would you bring them
to Park Street and leave them at the collection point, situated at the bottom
of the stairs, near the pigeon holes. They will be collected and taken to the
night shelter in St Pauls.
If you require more information about this charity you can visit

juliantrust.org.uk

Thank you in anticipation with this request.
Chris Cook
(Provincial Grand Charity Steward)

PROVINCIAL OFFICE
31 PARK STREET,
BRISTOL
BS1 5NH

Twitter

Facebook
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