Maurice de Gaunt
Tabernacle

Grand Charity donates
£666,500

T

The Freemasons’ Grand Charity has donated
grants totalling £666,500 to 17 charities.

MAJOR GRANTS

11 charities have received grants totalling
£644,000, as part of the Major Grants Scheme
in support of Youth Opportunities and Vulnerable People.

Youth Opportunities:

Barnardo’s: £25,000 to fund a project worker to
support young people in North Tyneside.
Girlguiding: £28,000 to empower young women aged 14-17 to learn about leadership and
skills for life.

MINOR GRANTS
Six charities have received a total of £22,500 as
part of the Minor Grants Scheme, to help cover
their core costs.
The Country Trust: £5,000: Aims to teach children from deprived areas of towns and cities.
Amy & Friends Cockayne Syndrome Support:
£1,000: Supports children and their families
suffering from Cockayne Syndrome.
AF Association: £2,500: Provides information,
support and access to treatments for Atrial Fibrillation (AFT).
Children’s Liver Disease Foundation: £4,000:
Supports the needs of young people, up to the
age of 25, affected by a childhood liver disease.

Support for Vulnerable People:
British Red Cross: £50,000 to fund a Patient
Transport Ambulance (PTA) in Somerset.
Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre, Wales:
£13,500 to provide specialist therapy to children with cerebral palsy.
Cystic Fibrosis Trust: £250,000 to fund a pioneering patient-led care programme, for people aged 16-24 that are suffering from cystic
fibrosis.

Pilgrim Bandits: £5,000: Special Forces veterans use their training and experience to help
and inspire wounded soldiers to live life to the
full.
Child Bereavement UK: £5,000: Charity supports families who have suffered bereavement
and educates professionals.

he meeting of Maurice de
Gaunt Tabernacle on 21st
September sees another
first in Bristol. As well as being
the meeting when V Em Kt Pt
Bill Whitehead installs V Em Kt
Pt Gerry Newcombe as the next
High Priest, it will be preceded by an Order of
Holy Wisdom Ceremony for those Kt Pts admitted to the Order during the last 12 months
in the Province of Somerset and Bristol. Not
only that - a short District meeting will follow
afterwards! We are looking forward to a good
turnout as members of the King Ina No 4 and
King Edgar No 31 Tabernacles, which meet at
Taunton and Bath respectively, and others, will
be in attendance.
Is this unique?
At the Installation meeting of the Christopher
Gavin Maiden Tabernacle of Installed High
Priests held on 4th May 2016 at Chipping Sodbury, R Emt Kt Pt Dr D K W Paterson Grand
Superintendent and High Prelate of Gloucestershire and Herefordshire District No. 32 installed R Emt Kt Pt Christopher Williams Grand
Superintendent and High Prelate of Somerset
and Bristol District No. 19 as High Priest. Has a
Grand Superintendent installed another Grand
Superintendent as High Priest in one of his Tabernacles before?

For further information about any of the grants
listed above, please email info@the-grandcharity.org

English National Ballet: £30,000 to fund
Dance for Parkinson’s, which helps people living with the condition to have a better quality
of life.
Blind Veterans UK: £100,000 to help fund the
cost of refurbishing disused outbuildings at
Llandudno Rehabilitation and Training Centre.

Missing People: £10,000 to fund the salary of
a services supervisor, for the charity’s free 24
hours services team.
NSPCC (National Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Children): £47,500 to help protect the mental health of children under the age
of five, by working with either their biological
or foster parents.
RNIB (Royal National Institute of Blind People): £40,000 to fund the salary of a sight loss
advisor at The Royal Hospital in West Sussex.
Royal Hospital for Neuro-Disability:
£50,000 to help fund refurbishment work in
the brain injury rehabilitation hub.

The Order of
Holy Royal Arch Knight
Templar Priests and
Order of Holy Wisdom

G

rand College Appointments.

Repairs & Regular Servicing
of all makes
(Prop. Mike Mercer)

Classic Cars a Speciality
Courtesy Car by Arrangement

Once again Maurice de Gaunt Tabernacle has had a member appointed to Active
Grand Rank.

Henfield Business Park, Westerleigh Road,
Henfield, Bristol BS36 2UP

At the Annual Assembly held at Hinckley on
11th June, Ill Kt Pt Andrew Baxter was appointed Grand Standard Bearer.

0117 956 9115

This is the second active appointment for a
member of the Tabernacle as in 2012 V Ill Kt Pt
Colin Lowther was appointed Grand II Pillar.
At the same meeting Ill Kt Pt David Philips was
promoted to Past Grand I Pillar.
Our congratulations to Ill Kt Pts Baxter and
Philips.

Associate of Jaguar Car Club
Enquiries Welcome

The Jaguar Car Enthusiasts’
Club Filton
0117 969 8168
www.jec.org.uk
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The Worshipful Society of
Free Masons
Rough Masons, Wallers,
Slaters, Paviors,
Plaisterers and Bricklayers

(The Operatives)

GREAT WESTERN AIR AMBULANCE

O

n Tuesday the 21st June the Immediate Past Master of the Lodge of Virtue and Industry W.
Bro. Paul Smith together with his wife Debbie, Bro. Colin Jenkins and his wife Pat presented
a cheque of £1000.00 to the Community Fundraising Coordinator of the Great Western Air
Ambulance Charity, Ella Mayne. This money was raised by Paul and Debbie, when he was Worshipful Master of Virtue and Industry. From day one their bespoke charity was GWAA and the
amount was the accumulation of all their efforts throughout his year in office.
The day was very informative and gave us all an insight into the work that the GWAA carry out.
Their new helicopter allows them to land in small and confined areas not only motorways but places
such as the roof tops at the Bristol Royal Infirmary and the new Southmead hospital. For the medical staff that fly to the emergencies, it is very stressful as they are usually asked to go only to the
most serious incidents, such as the poor lad who was badly burnt at the latest Glastonbury Festival.
The cost of each mission is approx £2000.00 which is funded by gifts from the public together with
many organisations such as masonry. There is no funding from the government or the lotteries, as
in Ella’s words, “they (the GWAA) fall outside the catchment area for such payments”. This might
possibly change in the future as more and more people need the help from not only the GWAA but
all the air ambulances throughout the country. There are many life changing charities that need
our support but few that cover the whole of society. Should you like more information contact Ella
Mayne at the GWAAC on tel. 03034444999 or online to www.greatwesternairambulance.com
Tony Whitmarsh

T

All change!

he coming of a new masonic year heralds
a change in officers. Following Grand Assemblage on 27th September the Ancient
Drama will be enacted when the new 3rd Grand
Master Mason R W Bro Roland J Bedford VIIo
takes over from W Bro Simon A Mighall VIIo.
As the 3rd GMM represents Hiram Abiff I am
sure we can guess what happens!

Paul Bushe Chapel
Founder receives
Grand Masters Award

O
W.Bro Nigel Bevan VIo will be giving up the
post of Western Counties and South Wales
Regional Clerk after 5 years and is being
appointed Regional Deputy Boaz.
Being a sucker for punishment he will also
become the next Deputy Master Mason of
Cabot Tower Assemblage! This meeting will
be held on 11th October at 11.00am in No 3
Lodge Room at Park Street.
W.Bro David Joyce of Lemster Priory
Assemblage will be taking over as Regional
Clerk. As the last few years has seen the
Society moving away from traditional
paper based administration towards a more
streamlined one making more use of electronic
communication the new Regional Clerk will
find life a lot easier.
12

n 10th May the Most Worthy Grand
Master came to Bath to present Sir Ian
(Cox) of Widcombe with the Grand
Masters Award for services to the Commemorative Order of St Thomas of Acon.
Sir Ian, who is a Founder member of Paul
Bushe Chapel, has promoted the Order both
in the Province of Wessex and throughout the
country. He is renowned locally for his singing
of the Grace in Latin!

				

Paul Bushe Chapel
Installation

A

t its meeting on Friday 20th May 2016,
Paul Bushe Chapel installed their sixth
Worthy Master in Bristol. The new
Worthy Master, Sir Julian (May) of Treverbyn
PAsstGMar. ProvGSec. is pictured below with
the RW Grand Preceptor, Sir Harry (Randell)
of Benfro KC and the RE Provincial Grand
Prior, Sir Ian (Cox) of Widcombe GMA, PGBB.
Sir Julian, one of the Founders of the Chapel,
has progressed through the two Chairs to allow the other Sir Knights to experience the
various offices of the Chapel.

A Special Day in
the Life of
The St Vincent
Lodge, No 1404,

Thursday 26 May, 2016

W

Bro Philip George Bicknell
is a modest man, who is
held in high esteem by his
peers both in his professional and
Masonic life. He has been happily
married to Liz for over 30 years and
has two daughters, a stepson and four
grandchildren, all of whom he is very
proud.

Grand Preceptors Council for the Province of
Wessex 2016

T

he fifth Grand Preceptor’s Council for the Province of Wessex was held on a sunny day on Saturday 18th June 2016 in
Nailsea Masonic Hall, Somerset, when the Council was honoured with the presence of the Grand Master Elect, Sir Brian
of Alrewas, RW Grand Preceptor Central Midlands, on his first visit to the Province since his election.

Members of Paul Bushe Chapel honoured with Provincial appointments were: Sir Ian (Cox) of Widcombe Provincial Grand
Prior, Sir Michael (Farrow) of Akrotiri Provincial Grand Treasurer, Sir Nigel (Bevan) of Montacute Provincial Grand Registrar, Sir Julian (May) of Treverbyn Provincial Grand Secretary.

This article tells the brief history of
Philip’s early years, his working life
and the joyous occasion of his 50 year
Masonic celebration.
WBro Philip, was born on the
28 October 1939 at Pontypool,
Monmouthshire.
Following his
attendance at the local grammar
school in Pontypool, he moved on to
Cardiff University where he qualified
as a doctor in 1962. After serving as
a Junior Doctor, first in Bristol and
then at Sheffield, he returned to Bristol
as a Senior Registrar in 1967 and
once settled, progressed to become
a Consultant Ear, Nose and Throat
Surgeon at Bristol Royal Infirmary and
Children’s Hospital, in 1973. After a
very successful medical career, Philip
finally retired in 1999.
However, retirement wasn’t to be for
long because although finished with
the surgical side of his profession, he
went on to serve Her Majesty’s Court
and Tribunal Service, as a Senior
Medical Member of the appeals panel
for, Disability Living Allowance and
Incapacity benefits. This he said, “kept
him motivated and his brain active”,
until he retired from the judiciary in
October 2014.
WBro Philip’s Masonic career began on
the 9 May 1966, when he was initiated
into the Trevethin Lodge No 6008, in
Monmouthshire. The ceremony was
carried out by W. Bro. Jon G. Davies,
who some 19 years later also initiated
his son Richard Davies, who is now
the Deputy PGM of Monmouthshire.
As WBro Philip’s mother lodge was
in Monmouthshire, he continued his
Masonry in Bristol and visited The
St Vincent Lodge on many occasions,

eventually being persuaded to become
a joining member by his good friend
and mentor WBro Douglas Fairman,
in January 1970. However, due to his
surgical and family commitments,
he was unable to progress in his
Masonry, until his retirement in 1999.
His Masonic progress then surged
forward in leaps and bounds and he
was Installed as Worshipful Master of
The St Vincent Lodge No 1404, in 2002.
In 2008 he was promoted to Provincial
Grand Chaplain and as such had the
honour of being the consecrating
Chaplain when the Sportsmen’s Lodge
No 9841 was consecrated, following
which he was made an Honorary
Member.
In the Royal Arch he was exalted
into the Jerusalem Chapter No 686
in 1975 and became a Founder of the
Sportsmen’s Chapter of which, at the
time of writing, he is their Second
Principal.
He is a member of the Cadbury Camp
Chapter, in Somerset and became its
Most Wise Sovereign in 1977 and he is
also a member of the Royal Order of
Scotland South Western Counties.
In the Mark degree, he was advanced
in the Torfaen Lodge in Pontypool in
1968 and joined the Goodwin Mark
Lodge, No 1563, in the Province
of Bristol, in 2000. In 2014 he was

L to R RWBro. Malcolm Lane, VWBro. Jon Howe-Davies, W.Bro.
Phil Bicknell and RWBro. Alan Vaughan

Installed as WM of Goodwin Mark
Lodge and was promoted to Provincial
Grand Inner Guard in 2016.
So you can see, that whilst WBro
Philip’s Masonic career was kept on
hold for a considerable time, it was
always close to his heart and when
the opportunity presented itself, he
grasped it with both hands and has
certainly caught up with lost time in
latter years.
The meeting at which he celebrated
his 50 years in Masonry, was held at
The St Vincent Lodge meeting on the
26 May 2016 and was attended by
many visitors. Not least of these were
a group of members from Trevethin
Lodge from Monmouthshire, who
were accompanied by the PGM for
Monmouthshire, RWBro., the Reverent
Malcolm Lane and the Deputy PGM,
VWBro Jon Howe-Davies.

PGM of Monmouthshire, then stepped
forward and also congratulated WBro
Philip on his very significant Masonic
achievement.
WBro Philip then took the opportunity
to thank the PGM for Bristol and the
DPGM and PGM for Monmouthshire,
for their very generous tributes to
him and said that Masonry had been
very good to him. It had given him
a great life experience and as such he
wanted to put something back into
Masonry, particularly as the Masons
in Pontypool, had be so very kind
and generous to his parents, when
his father suffered a long illness some
years ago.

The meeting was a third degree
ceremony and we were treated to a
superb performance by the WM Bro
A M Achim. WBro Philip was also
selected to take part in the ceremony
and performed the Raising, with a
high degree of aplomb.
At the appropriate time and after the
ceremony, the PGM for Bristol, RWBro
Alan John Vaughan called upon the
Director of Ceremonies, WBro Jon
Hayes to present WBro Philip to him.
He then went on to describe the life
and Masonic career of Philip, before
presenting him with a framed 50
year certificate and a 50 year Bristol
commemorative lapel pin to mark
this milestone in his Masonic life,
saying that it was obvious that Philip’s
journey has been punctuated with
hard work, fun and much laughter.
Following the Bristol presentation,
the DepPGM of Monmouthshire was
invited to say a few words. He then
went on to describe his connection
with WBro Philip and also presented
him with a 50 year certificate from the
Province of Monmouthshire and said
that, “it was his father who initiated
Philip into masonry and that they had
been good friends ever since”. The

At the after-meeting, the usual toasts
were given among which was a special
one to WBro Philip. In his reply he
said that he very much valued the
friendships he had made over the
years and was particularly proud to
have among the guests this evening
members of the the Trevethin Lodge
and in particular, the PGM and DPGM
of Monmouthshire.
In concluding his remarks, he said that
he had had a wonderful evening and
that in his opinion, Masonry is great,
in fact he said “it’s magic” and to the
younger Masons present, he said, “you
are the future, play your full part and
you will enjoy it”.
A truly memorable and enjoyable
evening and a Milestone in the life of
WBro Philip George Bicknell.
David Maddy
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250 years of Bristol Old Vic

T

his year Bristol Old Vic becomes Britain’s longest continuously running theatre and the
only theatre in the English-speaking world to
reach its 250th birthday. The theatre was originally
named The Bristol Theatre and was officially opened
on 30th May 1766 with a performance including a
prologue and epilogue given by David Garrick. It
was built when 50 local citizens each invested £50
(around £3,700 in today’s money). Each of the original investors were presented with a silver token (all
individually numbered one to fifty) allowing them
to see all performances for free and if you are lucky
enough to be in possession of one of these tokens,
they are still valid to this day! The Theatre Royal
complex is currently undergoing redevelopment
and Bristol Old Vic has issued a further fifty silver
tokens, numbered fifty-one to one hundred, to acknowledge substantial donations.
The design of the auditorium is thought to have been
based, with few variations, on the Theatre Royal,
Drury Lane in London. The proprietors of the theatre could not obtain a Royal Licence and productions were announced as “a concert with a specimen
of rhetoric” to evade the restrictions imposed by the
Licensing Act 1737. Legal concerns were alleviated
in 1778 when the theatre became a patent theatre
having been granted a Royal Letters Patent and the
Bristol Theatre was renamed the “Theatre Royal”.
When the theatre opened its doors to the public,
it didn’t actually have any doors to open. Instead
every member of the audience had to knock on the
house of a Mr. Foote, the theatre’s neighbour, and be
ushered by him through his home in to the auditorium. Not only did the theatre lack a door, the stage
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was constructed with no foundations and during
some of the renovation work skeletons were found
just beneath the surface. It would seem that on the
occasions the plague ravaged the city, the dead were
dumped close by.
In the early 19th century, the roof of the auditorium
was raised, a new angled gallery was built and capacity increased to 1,620. This ceiling is the same
one audience members see today.

THANK YOU TO ALL
THOSE WHO DONATED

In 1946 the new Arts Council asked the London Old
Vic theatre, led by Laurence Olivier, to send a company to Bristol’s Theatre Royal and the Bristol Old
Vic was born.
The present theatre complex, designed by Peter
Moro, was completed in 1972. The 1903 entrance
building was demolished as was the stage area of
the 1766 theatre. A new stage and fly tower were
built along with a 150 seat New Vic Studio theatre
and since 1972, the public entrance has been through
the Coopers’ Hall, the earliest surviving building
on the site. The Hall was built in 1744 for the Coopers’ Company, the guild of coopers in Bristol, by
architect William Halfpenny and has a splendid facade with four Corinthian columns. The Hall only
remained in the hands of the Coopers until 1785
and subsequently became a public assembly room,
a wine warehouse, Baptist chapel and eventually a
fruit and vegetable warehouse.
The theatre continued to flourish until the 1980s
when it began to fail financially and was threatened
by closure. A successful campaign saved the day
and in 2012, a £19 million refurbishment plan began,
the final phase of which is underway.

F

rom kind, generous donations by fellow masons,
friends and family I was able to raise £500 via
Just Giving and £323 by the Envelope System.
A total of £823 has been raised on behalf of Anchor
Lodge and donated to the MSF appeal.
The race name lived up to its title of ‘Pain and Suffering.’ The race was one of the hardest things I have
done, the 10 miles on the day being extended to
14miles with 35 obstacles.
Attached is a pic of proof of the muddy, fun/hard
work completed on 26th June 2016.
Once again a big THANK YOU
Bro David Paniccia-Brown

PRESS RELEASE

Dame Esther Rantzen helping
Lifelites to spread their magic in a
new charity fundraising video
Children’s technology charity Lifelites
launches new fundraising video

T

he national children’s technology charity
Lifelites has launched a new fundraising video campaign featuring their latest Patron, Dame Esther Rantzen. Lifelites is
extremely grateful for her support and is delighted to welcome Dame Esther as their newest advocate and as the face of their new video.
Lifelites - recently recognised for their good
work with technology as a 2015 Nominet Trust
100 winner - is the only charity to provide assistive and inclusive technology packages for
terminally ill and disabled children in every
baby and children’s hospice across the British
Isles. The package of technologies is both provided and maintained by the charity.
Esther’s initial involvement with the charity
features the television presenter and broadcaster in their latest video which aims to raise
awareness of the work of Lifelites. It showcases
the magical Lifelites technology provided for
the children being cared for by hospice services, giving them opportunities to play, be
creative, control something for themselves and
communicate - for as long as it is possible.
The video was filmed at children’s hospices
where Esther got the chance to speak to staff
and young people to understand the impact of
the Lifelites donation.
In the video Esther says: “What if I told you
that there is such thing as magic and that I have
seen it with my very own eyes? This magic is
called…Lifelites.”
Esther encourages viewers to make a donation to the charity and ends her plea by saying: “A donation from you can help Lifelites
continue to give life limited children a voice up
till the very last moment. You can give them
the chance to smile and be happy for as long as
they have to live. You can help Lifelites to give
kids with limited life, unlimited possibilities.
There really isn’t anything more magical than
that.”
Simone Enefer-Doy, Chief Executive of Lifelites, said: “We are extremely lucky that Esther
has agreed to lend Lifelites her support for our
new video. Not only is she is a high profile and
respected personality, we know her experience
in the charity sector will assist us with our
fundraising which is a vital part of our work
of course. She’s a great supporter of projects
dedicated to improving young people’s quality
of life in the same way we do here at Lifelites so
she’s a perfect fit for our charity.”
Dame Esther joins a star studded line-up of
Lifelites Patrons which includes Rick Wakeman, Peter Bowles, Joe Pasquale Anita Dobson
and Lord Cadogan (among others).

You can view the new Lifelites video on their
website www.lifelites.org . It is perfect to play
if you have space in your Lodge calendar. It
is also a great tool for anyone who wishes to
spread the word of the work of Lifelites with
any interested parties at home or at work. The
Lifelites team will use the video wherever they
are invited to do their own presentations about
the charity. DVD copies are available on request from hchouhan@lifelites.org.
For further information please contact:

Hema Chouhan
Communications Officer, Lifelites
Tel: 0207 440 4200
Email: hchouhan@lifelites.org

Lifelites empowers 9,000 children and young people
in hospices with life-limiting, life-threatening illnesses and disabling conditions by providing them
with opportunities to benefit from the power of assistive and inclusive technologies to learn, to be creative, to communicate and to take control. There is
a Lifelites project in all 50 baby and children’s hospices in the British Isles. The hospices do not pay a
penny towards their Lifelites project and all of Lifelites’ work is funded by donations: the equipment,
ongoing technical support and training at each hospice costs around £50,000 over four years.
www.lifelites.org
Charity Number: 1115655

The Grand Charity Supports

University of East Anglia’s research
with prostate cancer patients

E

very year, over 44,000 men are diagnosed
with prostate cancer across the UK. This is a
cause close to the hearts of many Freemasons
and since 2006 the Grand Charity has donated over
£240,000 towards research into the detection and
treatment of prostate cancer. Last year, The Freemasons’ Grand Charity awarded a grant of £100,000 to
the Cancer Genetics team at the University of East
Anglia (UEA) to help fund research that will focus
on distinguishing between aggressive and non-aggressive forms of the disease.
The highly variable nature of prostate cancer can be
problematic for its management and a high proportion of cases are over treated, leading to unnecessary
impotence, while some are under-treated, leaving
potentially aggressive cancers untreated. It is therefore vital that techniques are developed which allow
men with aggressive cancers to be targeted
and the remainder to be spared the side effects of such treatment. This research will
focus on examining biomarkers secreted
into urine by prostate cancer cells.

This most recent grant will support part of an ongoing study that was previously funded by the Grand
Charity in 2011 and 2013 with grants of £50,000,
bringing the total donated to this project up to an
impressive £200,000. This previous research generated large amounts of data which, with this recent
grant, can now be analysed using sophisticated
techniques to further develop and refine tests that
aid diagnosis.
Prostate cancer is the most common form of cancer in men in the UK, resulting in 11,000 deaths
each year. Therefore, we believe strongly in assisting medical research that will focus on identifying
which patients are most at risk of dying. We are very
happy to give this grant to ensure further insight
into this awful disease is achieved.
Laura Chapman,

A critical problem in clinical management is
that at the time of diagnosis it is not possible
to reliably distinguish aggressive, from nonaggressive disease. The Grand Charity award
will allow us to tackle this critical question
head-on through the analysis of large amounts
of information that have been already obtained
from prostate cancer patients.
Professor Colin Cooper, lead researcher
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Stan Cruse 50 Years

S

tanley William Cruse a valued member of the
Lodge of Virtue & Industry 4701 joined the
Lodge on the 20th May 1966.

Initiated by the late Ivern Gilbert Downes, the
SW, Norman Geoffrey Bascombe and the JW John
Francis Howman. There were 39 members and 29
visitors present.

Being retired, I have been the Chairman of
School Governors and also the Church Warden at
Christchurch in Downend,
I have a wonderful family made up of two daughters,
four grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren. I
have entertained all of them at their various parties
over the years.
My other Hobbies as well as the Magic are DIY,
Gardening and the many jobs around the home.

We also love to travel. We did a six week world tour
when we were seventy, ending up in a tree-top log
cabin in Samoa. Our bedroom was on stilts to keep
us out of the way of the many animals wandering
about the camp at night. We didn’t sleep much due
to the stilts being used as scratching posts! In our
80th year we went on a Kenyan Safari sleeping in
tents in Samburu and the Masai Mara, quite an
adventure!
We now enjoy cruising out of Southampton, it’s so
much easier than flying.

One of my Funniest happenings outside the Lodge,
was at a local Women’s Institute meeting. I was
asked to entertain them with some Magic and was
also requested to cut the lady chairperson in half.
All was going very well until I started up the old
Black & Decker saw. There was a loud knock
at the door and the Evening Post reporter and
photographer rushed in and asked me to wait whilst
he set up to photograph the event. The poor 84 year
old Chairperson was in a bit of a state to say the
least having to wait. After the event which went
very smoothly she was fine and was pleased to have
raised £700.
Here he is being presented by the Provincial Grand
Master for Bristol Alan J Vaughan with a certificate to
celebrate his 50 years as a member of the lodge
My earliest memories of V & I after being initiated
at the age of 35 was the very warm welcome that
everyone gave me and the encouragement which
was given to progress through the offices. The other
recollection that I have was the strict secrecy that
had to be adhered to outside of the Lodge.

The Warden’s Dinner

T

Friday 29th January 2016

he Warden’s Dinner took place in Park Street
on Friday 29th January 2016 and was attended
by 20 Senior Wardens and 28 Junior Wardens.

incumbent on each of the wardens once they took
the place as master. To aid all prospective Masters,
each received a small booklet entitled “Preparing for
the Chair”. Small it may have been, but it contained
many useful pieces of information to help all candidates with the transition into their respective chairs.
Each of the Principal Officers introduced themselves
and gave a short talk on different aspects of being
a Worshipful Master in Bristol; the roles that they
had and the support that they could give. There was
a special emphasis placed on the need to keep our
Bristol ceremonies unique and not allow “Emulation Workings” to creep into our ceremonies – something that the wardens had noticed during their
many visits over the years
There was a question and answer session at the end
of the evening. Many interesting topics were raised
and answered successfully by the Provincial team.
The Provincial Grand Master for Bristol, Alan J
Vaughan, brought the evening to a conclusion by
emphasising that to enjoy their year, ALL worshipful masters had to put in the hard work to make it
a success. However, he also emphasised that noone should feel alone or unable to ask for support
from the senior members of their own lodges and
also from the Provincial team, if they were finding
things difficult.

The PGM at the time was John Hector. He would
not allow women over the threshold at Park Street
for any function - definitely a male reserve. There
wasn’t a bar in the basement where you could obtain
drinks, only a portable bar in each dining room.
How times have changed for the better, now you can
even get married in Freemasons Hall.
During my time as Almoner, as well as visiting sick
brethren, I always enjoyed visiting the widows at
Christmas and they did appreciate the gift from the
Lodge.

P.B. TYRES

I became Worshipful Master in 1975; sadly none of
my initiates are now members of the Lodge.
We had a very active circle and we met socially for
over 35 years.
In 1978 I joined Beaufort Chapter and progressed
through all the Chairs, but eventually resigning due
to other pressures.
In 1982 I became a member of Downend Rose Croix.
I became Most Wise Sovereign in 1996 and finally
served as Prelate for ten years.
My career was in Telecom’s; I was a BT Engineering
Manager and over 40 years I was involved with such
technological advances which would be difficult to
even dream of.

This important annual event is organised to give
all Wardens an insight into the issues they will face
once they become Worshipful Master of their respective lodge and also gives Wardens the chance
to meet the people who will be in the “Chair” at the
same time as them.

I was fortunate indeed to be in the exchange when
the Queen made the first dialled trunk call from
Bristol to the Provost of Edinburgh in 1958. Now
everyone has their own personal phone. Amazing!

To emphasise its importance, the meeting was
chaired by The Very Worshipful Deputy Provincial
Grand Master, Christopher Williams. He was supported by the Provincial Grand Master, Provincial
Senior and Junior Wardens, Provincial Secretary,
Provincial Treasurer and Provincial Mentor - all
present to address the wardens.

I have always been interested in the art of Magic,
and when I retired I became a member of the Bristol
Society of Magic and for the last 25 years have
enjoyed giving magical entertainment to children
and adults, which I have found very rewarding.

After the roll call of lodges, the wardens sat down to
a very enjoyable meal produced by Fredy Eyermann.
At the completion of the meal the Deputy Provincial
Grand Master, outlined the responsibilities which
faced all lodges and the expectations which were
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Specialists in

New & Part Worn Tyres
Wheel Alignment Checks
Puncture Repairs
Batteries
Opening Hours:
Monday-Friday 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturday 9.00am - 2.00pm

Personal Service
Tel/Fax: 0117 949 6490
40b, Soundwell Road, Staple Hill
Bristol BS16 4QP

‘The Dunkerleys’

A

s we approach the Tercentenary of United
Grand Lodge 1717 -2017, it will also be the
second birthday of the Province of Bristol’s
Light Blues club the Dunckerleys. The club was envisaged by our PGM and brought to fruition in 2015.
It was created for new masons (less than 5 years)
and/or young masons (under 40) with a view to encouraging these members of the fraternity to form
a network to support each other and for the group
to encourage fraternal visits both in and outside the
province.

A

lthough we have been aware that masonry
would be commemorating the fact that it
had been in existence for 300 years, it is
only now that we are beginning to focus on the
enormity of the occasion!
Throughout the whole of 2017, there will be many
events taking place to mark this historic occasion –
not least, the Grand Celebration taking place at the
Royal Albert Hall in London, during the afternoon
of Tuesday 31st October followed by a formal dinner
at Battersea Evolution in the evening. Full details of
this event have still to be published but it is anticipated that there will be a representation attending
from the Province of Bristol.

The fact that Freemasonry has survived for 300 years
is proof that the principles on which it was founded
are as relevant today as they were at its inception.
The cornerstones are that we should all live in a
harmonious society being based on fellowship, citizenship and concern for mankind, supporting each
other in time of crisis and need. This benevolent aspect is as true today as it was 300 years ago and is
borne out by the vast sums of money that are given
to charitable causes - not only in this country but
throughout the world.
Masonry over the years has gone through many
changes, but In more recent years, has become more
visible and open and despite some of the misconceptions still being portrayed in the press, we have
opened up our doors; welcoming visitors from every
walk of life to visit our temples; discussed freemasonry openly and informed our communities about
the extensive charitable work that we do.
The theme for 2017 should be:

Commemorate
Communicate
Celebrate

To this end, the Province of Bristol is organising
three main events during the year.
In June we are organising a Classic Car show at Tyntesfield House, near Wraxall, with over 100 Classic
cars on show. This event is being hosted by Tyntesfield as Lord Wraxall was Provincial Grand Master
of Bristol at the beginning of 20th Century.
Also in June, we will be attending Bristol Cathedral
for Evensong. This will be followed by a buffet dinner at Park Street.
Our main celebration will be held at the Ashton Gate
Stadium in November, attended by up to 500 masons and friends from both the Province of Bristol
and Monmouthshire.
To help us to celebrate we have invited a ruler from
UGLE to join us for this special occasion and will
also have the services of a well-known sporting celebrity to entertain us.

Two Years on

In the lead up to this 300 year anniversary by Grand
Lodge, all lodges within the Province of Bristol will
be asked to contribute something to these celebrations by organising events, either on their own or by
joining with other lodges within the province.

It is with great pleasure I am able to say the Dunckerley club continues to grow and become ever more
involved in the province. In the past year the club
was delighted to be able to support the PGM at Provincial Grand Lodge by providing the escort officers
for those brethren receiving honours, promotions
and appointments. Following the meeting the members were able to share some time together over a
drink and discuss both the day’s events and events
that members would like to take place within the
coming months. Events discussed were as varied
as the Bristol Harbour Festival and the now famous
Bristol Dragon boat race.
As a result of the discussions the Dunckerlys have
been supporting the province at the Bristol Harbourside Festival (BHF) this year with a number of
the brethren volunteering to cover either the morning or afternoon of the Saturday or Sunday. Following the Sunday event a few of us were able to get
together with some of our partners and review the
weekend’s events and hope that as a result we will
see some new members to the province and to the
Dunckerleys.
The events that the Dunckerlys have enjoyed have
been many and varied in the last two years. We have
enjoyed a guided tour around Bath Masonic hall the
home of one of the first theatres in the city followed
by lunch. Visits have also included Filton Lodge of
Fortitude in the Province of Gloucestershire and
several of our own Bristol lodges. In the coming
months many of us are looking forward to W.Bro
Tony Baker’s oration on “Masonry by Degrees” in
which we hope to find out more about many of the
other Orders and a little more about their history.

Steve Nikolic, (author of “On the Square – Decoding Freemasonry”) quoted - “Freemasonry is
relevant as much as the actions of Freemasons are
meaningful.”
This is very much a once in a lifetime opportunity –
and as such, every member of the Province of Bristol
should be looking to make our 300 year celebrations
both relevant and meaningful.
There were seventeen Masonic Lodges formed in
Bristol during the 18th century – thirteen belonging
to the ‘Moderns’ Grand Lodge and four to the ‘– but
most of them were short-lived
The appointment of Thomas Dunckerley as Provincial Grand Master for Gloucestershire in 1784 heralded the beginning of new era for Bristol Masonry.
At that time there were only six Lodges in the Province of Gloucestershire, all of which met in Bristol.
Dunckerley was instrumental in constituting the
Royal Gloucester Lodge, in 1785, to ensure the continuity of Freemasonry in that Province and then, in
1786, the separate Masonic Province of Bristol was
created with himself as its first Provincial Grand
Master.
Two of those six original Lodges are still in existence. The Beaufort Lodge celebrated 250 years of
continuous working in 2008 and the Royal Sussex
Lodge of Hospitality celebrated its bi-centenary in
1969.

As Freemasonry celebrates its 300th year, we must
look forward to the next 100 years, in which perhaps
we will see more changes than we have in the previous 300. One thing is sure the current Dunckerley
members and/or those yet to join will be key to the
continuation of our organisation.
If any of these activities are of interest to you or you
would like to support our province more and you
are new to Masonry irrelevant of your age, or you
would just like to find out more, please contact the
secretary Jason Smith 07955873964 or send an email
to
dunckerleys@provinceofbristol.org.uk
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DATES FOR
YOUR DIARY
Celebrate • Communicate • Commemorate
Classic Car Show - Tyntesfield House
Sunday 18th June 2017
The Provinces of Bristol, Somerset, Gloucestershire
and Monmouthshire will be showing over 100 cars
and other vehicles at Tyntesfield House.
Supporting Children’s Hospice South West

Evensong & Dinner - Bristol Cathedral
Saturday 24th June 2017
Evensong at Bristol Cathedral followed by a buffet at
Park Street. Friends and family very welcome.

Grand Dinner - Ashton Gate Stadium
Saturday 18th November 2017
Black tie dinner to be held jointly with the Province
of Monmouthshire. A highly entertaining evening
with a celebrity guest speaker!

Please follow The Provincial Grand Lodge of Bristol
on Facebook for the latest information on these events
18

Dragon Boat Festival
3rd September 2016, Bristol Docks

Race to the beat of the drum!
Do something amazing this September! Sign your company up to be part of the fast
paced, action packed and adrenaline fuelled Julian House Dragon Boat Festival! By
taking part your team of 13 to 17 rowers will race through Bristol Docks to the beat
of the Dragon Drum! Your team’s fundraising will help local people move away from
homelessness towards a better future. Your support will;
• Enable local homeless people to sleep knowing they are warm, and safe in
our Bristol and South Gloucestershire supported housing projects;
• Support men and women to break free of addiction though our Bristol
based addiction recovery project;
• Enable disadvantaged local people to achieve hands on work experience
and accredited training through our social enterprises
Team registration is £365 with sponsorship target of £1700. To register please contact
Alexis Woodward: 07539 926 809 or email alexisw@julianhouse.org.uk
Julian House is a charity with limited liability – registered as a society under the Co-operative and Community Benefit Societies Act 2014. Registered No. 19305R.
Registered Office: 55 New King St, Bath, BA1 2BN.
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Editor: Tony Whitmarsh
Myrtle Farm,
The Street, Regil, North Somerset BS40 8BB
Telephone: 01275 472139
Photos
send by email to whitmarsh@myrtlefarm.co.uk
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31 Park Street, Bristol BS1 5NH
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are solely at the Editor’s discretion.
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Enquiries for advertising please contact the
Editor.

Editorial farewell

W

ell my fond farewell in the last issue
was somewhat premature, but this
time it’s the real thing.

I would like to introduce my successor Keith Irwin who I am sure will continue to give you all,
an interesting new look to the magazine that I
have presented to you as your editor over the
last 15 issues.
Like all things, this magazine is only as good
as the articles that are put forward by the
brethren and friends of the Province of Bristol,
so please continue to support Keith as you have
me.
The next time you see him at Park Street greet
him with a kindly smile and offer him good
luck for the future
Note: Editors details
Name: Keith Irwin
Address:
81 Argentia Place Portishead Bristol BS20 7QS
Tel No: 01275 842586
Mobile: 07854 350845
Email: keithirwin07@msn.com

MTSFC

The Masonic Fishing
Charity
The aim of The Masonic Fishing Charity is to
bring an interactive fishing experience to those
with ‘special educational needs’, including disabled and disadvantaged children and adults.
This is achieved by organising both coarse
and fly fishing events, at suitable venues, inviting participants to attend from schools or
centres within the boundaries of the organising branch. The Charity intends to provide a
quality day in a safe and caring environment
to ensure that the experience is stimulating
and rewarding both to the participants and our
volunteers. Please look at the official web site
: www.mtsfc.org.ukSo if there are any Bristol
Masons who are keen fishermen and wish to
set up a branch in our Province please contact
me Tim Brunton Provincial Charity Steward so
we can guage interest .
Contact details : timothybrunton@googlemail.
com

Photographs are solely owned by and managed on
behalf of Freemasons of Bristol Ltd, unless stated
otherwise. They must not be used - or private
photographs taken within Freemasons’ Hall without written authorisation from the Provincial
Office.
Lodge Almoners - extra copies of The Bristol
Standard to enable you to despatch to widows etc.
Can be obtained from the Provincial Office, 0117
954 9844 (Monday & Thursday only).
Members changing addresses, please inform
your Lodge Secretary ASAP to ensure continuity
of receiving your magazine.

Redcliffe Regalia
1 Cardigan Road, Henleaze, Bristol BS9 4DY

THE SOUTH WEST’S
LEADING MASONIC SUPPLIER
No need to visit a Shop, battle thro’
Traffic or suffer parking problems
BUY DIRECT FROM OUR WEBSITE
FOR BEST PRICES ANYWHERE

Tony Whitmarsh

Twitter

www.redclifferegalia.com
Alternatively

Telephone: 0117 962 8622

Facebook

Province of Bristol

Provincial Communications Officer
Bob White
71 Wadham Grove
Emersons Green, Bristol BS16 7DX
0117 957 2776
07866 446613
or deliver to Mailbox (as above)
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Free Delivery for all readers of
The Bristol Standard

Provincial Email - via
‘prov.sec@provinceofbristol.org’
Provincial Website
www.provinceofbristol.org.uk

