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A Service of Remembrance 
was held at Freemasons 
Hall, Park Street on 

Saturday 8th November 
2014 at 10.50 am. The Service 
was conducted by W Bro 
the Reverend Father Steven 
Hawkins and the words of 
Remembrance were spoken by 
the DPGM VWBro Christopher 
Williams.  The music was 
provided by W Bro Richard 
Lewis who supplied not only 
the music but also the “Last 
Post” and “Reveille”. A wreath 
was laid by W Bro Tony 
Griffiths (formerly of The Royal 
Observer Corps) who was in 
uniform.
 The Province’s Annual Service 
of Remembrance was honoured 
this year by two Standard Bearers 
from The British Legion whose 
presence added great dignity 
to this solemn occasion when 
Bristol remembers all those who 
made  the  supreme  sacrifice  in 
defence of our freedom. The 
display in the Foyer vividly 
demonstrates the involvement 
of Bristol Freemasons in both 
World Wars, with 2014 marking 
100 years since the outbreak of 
the First World War.

REMEMBRANCE
SERVICE

Bristol Remembrance Sunday 9th November 2014

For the first time Bristol Mason’s representing the Province of Bristol were present and included 
in the procession that marched from College Green through the City Centre to the Cenotaph at 
this year’s Remembrance Sunday Commemorations.

The Provincial Grand Master and the Deputy Provincial Grand Master were accompanied by approxi-
mately forty Brethren, who paid their respects to British Forces that have paid the ultimate price in 
Wars and conflicts around the World since 1914.
W Bro Wilf Cooper who was one of the first members of the Special Boat Service (SBS) and served in 
North Africa, Sicily, Burma and Crete laid a wreath of Poppies on behalf of the Province, all present 
were very proud that he was able to represent us at this year’s Commemorations.   

Bob White - PCO  
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Thanks to generous dona-
tions from the Province 
of Bristol, I was able to 

spend two months in 
the summer volunteer-
ing at some remarkable 
institutions in rural Ne-
pal.  The  first  of  which 
was the Little Daffodils 
School in Pokrah 

Little Daffodils was 
started up 18 years ago 
by Principal Leknath 
as he saw a great need 
for quality education in 
his community. Today 
the school has over 400 
students from nursery 
level up to ‘Grade 10’. 
I worked mostly with 
levels 1 through 5. 
Many of the students 
come from poor back-
grounds and have their 
education sponsored 
or their school fees are 
paid through donations to the 
school. 80 percent of the stu-

dents are female, as it is harder 
for girls in Nepal to get a full 
education. The teachers are also 
from the local community and 
mostly women. My role in the 
school varied extensively but 
the primary goal was to help 
English  fluency  in  the  class-
rooms along, build teachers 
confidence  with  their  English 
speaking skills, and generally 
be an extra pair of hands when 
needed. In reality these task 
involved a lot of one-to-one tu-
ition with the struggling chil-
dren, a lot of speaking slowly, 
and an alarming amount of 
volleyball!

MY VOLUNTEERING TRIP TO INSTITUTIONS IN NEPAL
by David Draper

The second institution I worked 
at was called Children’s Para-
dise. This was a Christian run 

pre-school offering special at-
tention to children with dis-
abilities. Nepal is, for the most 

part, a Hindu and 
Buddhist community. 
A large belief of these 
religions is the belief 
in karma and rein-
carnation. If you were 
reborn into this life as 
a disabled child, these 
beliefs would say that 
in a past life you had 
accumulated vast 
amounts of bad kar-
ma. As a result, any-
body with a disability 
is somewhat shunned 
in everyday life. It 
was therefore very 
r e wa r d -
ing work-
ing with 
t h e s e 
chi ldren 
and try-

ing to pass on the 
message that they 
need as much help 
as the other chil-
dren, if not more! 
The school has 
around 56 chil-
dren and 7 have 
disabilities. The 
school is fam-
ily run with ev-
eryone welcomed 
as a member of 
the family. School 
starts at 10:30am 
but  my  first  task 
of the day was 
to catch the local 
bus  (certainly  a 

Morning Prayers at Little Daffodils 

cultural experience) to help 
pick up the children at their 
homes. As well as teaching 
at this foundation I also as-
sisted in the construction of 
a new play area for the chil-
dren. The sight had previ-
ously been a pharmacy, so 
the  first,  incredibly  labori-
ous task was to remove all 
the bottles of medicine and 
syringes from the topsoil. 
This amazed me, since it 
was the children’s current 
play area! In spite of the 
medical waste we man-
aged  to finish our  task and 
erect the much-anticipated 
climbing frame. 

I was allowed some down 
time as part of the proj-
ect  and filled  it with  trying  to 

Clearing the Topsoil at Children’s Paradise!

Children Arriving for School at Little Daffodils

The Khumbu Glacier at the foothills of Mount Everest

The lucky ones taking the School Bus Home

see the most of the amazing 
countryside and cities that 
Nepal has to offer. In my 
short time there I managed 
to cram in; paragliding, 
elephant backed safaris, 
temple and monastery vis-
its, canoe trips down the 
Ganges, trekking galore, a 
bit of Himalayan mountain-
eering and even a trek to 
Everest Base Camp. Nepal 
is an incredible country that 
I was very sad to leave; I am 
incredibly grateful to the 
Province of Bristol and the 
Lodge of Virtue and Indus-
try for their kind donations 
and support that made this 
endeavour a possibility.  I 
would recommend the ex-
perience to anyone with a 
sense of adventure - who 
doesn’t mind leeches or 
squat toilets!              
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On the edge of Kings 
Street, close to 
where ships used to 

dock in Bristol, are a group 
of houses built for the con-
valescent and ancient mari-
ners who had nowhere else 
to live to see out their days.

They were built around 
1696 by the Society of Mer-
chant Venturers whose 
members became extreme-
ly wealthy, many as a result 
of trading in slaves shipped 
from Africa to the Carib-
bean to work on the planta-
tions.

Now used for private ac-
commodation, they were 
originally built around a 
quadrangle.

Sadly, during the great Blitz 
on the city during World 
War II and as a result of 
alterations to the road on 
their boundary, there are 
now only three sides left.

Their neighbour was the 
ancient Merchants Hall, 
also destroyed by German 
bombing.

If you have the time you 

JUST ONE REMINDER OF HOW WEALTHY 
MERCHANTS CARED FOR THE POOR

By George Halladay
can read a poem that is on 
one of the walls.

“Freed from all storms the 
tempest and the rage

Of billows, here we spend our 
age.

Our weather beaten vessels 
here repair

And from the Merchants kind 
and generous care

Find harbour here; no more we 
put to sea

until we launch into eternity

and lest our widows whom we 
leave behind

should want relief, they too a 
shelter find.

Thus all our anxious cares and 
sorrows cease

Whilst our kind Guardians 
turn our toils to ease.

May they be with and endless 
Sabbath blest

Who have afforded unto us 
this rest.”

Bristol’s earliest almshouse 
was founded by Simon 
Burton, a merchant who 
was five times mayor of the 
city. They stood between St 
Thomas Street and Temple 
Street in Long Row and re-
built  twice,  until  the  final 
Georgian building was de-
stroyed in the Blitz.

Between 1480 and 1660 the 
money endowed to charity 
by Bristol merchants, were 
second only to London!

An expanding population 
in and around Bristol in the 
late 12th and 13th centuries 
led to a number of social 
problems, one of which was 
poverty and sickness. By 
1230, six “hospitals” were 
founded, almost wholly on 
land owned by the Berke-
ley family.

Such hospitals were medi-
eval guesthouses, usually 
set up by the wealthy or the 
church, where poor trav-
ellers, as well as those in 
need, could find shelter and 
food. They were in fact the 
forerunner of what were to 
become almshouses.

JULIAN 
TRUST 

NIGHT SHELTER 
FOR 

THE HOMELESS
Friday December 19th

Chris Williams, Colin 
Lowther, Stuart 
McKendrick, Chris 

Coleman and myself met 
with Mr Geoff Moon a 
senior helper at the Trust 
who accepted donations 
of  single  fitted  sheets, 

pillowcases, gloves, boxer 
shorts, and hot drinking 
chocolate. He then gave us 
a  short  briefing  followed 
by a tour of the shelter 
which we all found very 
enlightening.
In 2015 we will have a col-
lection point in Park Street 
where  our  Brethren  (with 
help from friends and fam-
ily),  can  leave  single  fitted 
sheets and pillowcases no 
longer required. These will 
be taken to the Shelter, on 
a regular basis, as the bed-
ding used by their guests 
is washed every morning 
ready for the new intake 
that night, so there is al-
ways a demand for replace-
ment bedding.

At this time we would 
like to thank The Matthew 
Lodge, The Baily Lodge and 
St Nicholas Lodge for their 
generous cash donations 
allowing us to buy needed 
items for the shelter.

Chris Cook
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I don’t know, whether by luck or judgement, 
but David and Jeanne Hake, arranged the 
Provincial Mark Autumn lunch this year at 

the Bristol Golf Club on the day Europe were 
winning the Ryder Cup at Gleneagles.

As the excitement was  building in Scotland, 
with Europe edging ahead in the contest, so 
the Bristol Mark lunch guests were assembling 
at St Swithins, near Bristol.  This is not to be 
confused with the St Swithins of the rain for 40 
days fame! Although it’s a shame it wasn’t this 
day, because as the legend says,  whatever the 
weather on that day, we will get it for the next 
40 days, and as we had wall to wall sunshine 
and temperatures into the high 20s Celsius, 
that would be fantastic. 

But today we didn't have to worry about the 
future, we were all very happy with the 
weather; it really was a glorious Autumn day 
and as we all gathered, we were able to sit on 
the patio with a pre dinner drink and enjoy the 
glorious sunshine and fabulous views of the 
two Severn Bridges, stretching out majestically 
across the Severn.   

 The Provincial Grand Secretary Terry Rhys-
Davies, selling his wares!

The “Bristol”, was a new venue for us, but I 
think everyone agreed that the location, the 
food and the company were all excellent and a

 Guests enjoy a drink in the sunshine before lunch

    Bristol Golf Course - A Super Setting

Mark Master Masons Autumn Sunday Lunch
28 Sept. 2014

The Deputy Provincial Master nominate Peter 
Franklin and his wife Rosemary enjoying lunch

thoroughly enjoyable Mark occasion it 
developed into.  

 As someone said, it was nice to see the back 
of John Allen!!

There were circa 70 Mark Masons and their 
ladies present and on this occasion we were 
joined by eight members from the Province 
of Wiltshire, who were invited as part of a 
reciprocal visit to their Provincial Autumn 
lunch, which was due to be held the following 
week at Melksham Assembly Hall.

As John Platts our Provincial Grand Master 
said as he thanked David and Jeanne for their 
organisation and the guests for supporting the 
event, how very nice it is to welcome a number 
of our widows to this event and to pay tribute 
to their loyalty to the Mark degree, which 
obviously continues to play such an important 
part in their lives.     

So as another very successful Mark social 
event came to a close, the happy and contented 
guests were urging, bring on the next one!

David Maddy

Footnote:
The legend of St Swithuns (Swithins)

Swithun  (or  Swithin),  who  died  in  862  was 
an Anglo-Saxon Bishop of Winchester and 
subsequently patron saint of Winchester 
Cathedral. His historical importance as a 
bishop is overshadowed by his reputation for 
posthumous miracle-working. 

According to tradition, the weather on his feast 
day (15 July) will continue for forty days 
St Swithun’s day if thou dost rain
For forty days it will remain
St Swithun’s day if thou be fair
For forty days ‘twill rain nae mare 

Keep smiling!

Baily Lodge at Penny Brohn 
Cancer Care Hospice

On the 4th August W. Bro. Andy Jones 
Worshipful Master of Baily Lodge and 
W. Bro Mike Parsons Charity Steward 

for Baily visited the Penny Brohn Cancer 
Care Hospice at Abbotts Leigh to present a 
cheque for £500 on behalf of Baily Lodge to 
Amy Cason Events and Corporate Manager. 
Accompanying Andy and Mike on the visit 
where Dawn and Gary Ward who prompted 
the donation.

Dawn has been receiving treatment for breast 
cancer and has been overwhelmed by the 
support offered by The Penny Brohn Trust. 
Dawn wanted to give something back as a 
thank you for the care and kindness offered 
to her, and has been raising money through 
various charitable events.

The donation will cover the costs of one week 
of the Treatment Support Clinic as described 
by the Trust below:

About our Treatment Support Clinic:

Undergoing chemotherapy and radiotherapy 
is a particularly stressful time; physically 
and emotionally. Our weekly Treatment 
Support Clinic helps people to learn how to 
play an active role in keeping themselves 
well  during  treatment.  This  first  of  its  kind 
clinic, developed in partnership with Bristol 
Haematology and Oncology Centre, costs 
around £500 a week to run (£34 per client, per 
week). Each session is for between 12-16 people 
preparing for, undergoing or recovering from 
chemotherapy and radiotherapy treatments. 
In stark contrast to a hospital setting the clinic 
takes place at our beautiful Centre in Pill. The 
clinic includes:

•	 A rolling programme of educational talks 
about cancer including managing the side 
effects of treatment and the scientific basis 
of our approach.

•	 Practical advice on eating well.
•	 Group sessions learning and practicing 

self-help techniques such as relaxation, 
imagery and meditation to help manage 
stress and anxiety at home and in hospital.

•	 Group gentle physical activity sessions 
specially designed for people with cancer 
such as yoga and Tai Chi.

•	 Optional  acupuncture  or  reflexology  to 
help with nausea and tiredness.

•	 The opportunity to use our peaceful 
facilities so that clients can take time for 
themselves and meet others going through 
similar experiences.

From Left to Right Dawn Ward, Amy Cason, 
W. Bro. A. Jones & W. Bro. M. Parsons
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Just off East Street in Bedminster, Bristol, is 
a much frequented pub called the Robert 
Fitzharding. It is the only hostelry of that 

name in the city.  

It is one that reminds us of the wealthy mer-
chant and devout Christian behind the build-
ing of the Augustine monastery that was to 
become our Cathedral, and which we have to 
thank King Henry VIII for not having it des-
ecrated during his purge and destruction of the 
monasteries.

Although he  had  the Abbey dissolved  in1539 
he decided that he would create a series of 
foundation cathedrals, one of which would be 
in Bristol, so allowing the Abbey buildings to 
be saved. 

Like all major building projects in that period 
of our history, they took many, many years to 
complete. Work began in 1140 but was still in-
complete at the Dissolution.

The cathedral is now considered to be one of 
England’s great medieval churches and one 
of  the finest  examples  in  the world of  a  “hall 
church” which has a nave, aisles and choir all 
at the same height.

The story of its creation, we must of course 
thank Robert Fitzharding, also known as “the 
Devout, son of Harding”. This Anglo Saxon 
nobleman was granted the feudal Barony of 
Berkeley in Gloucestershire, where he had 
the castle rebuilt and where the family of that 
name he founded have lived ever since.

He  was  the  financier  of  Henry  Plantagenet, 
Duke of Aquitane, the rival to King Stephen, 
who became King Henry II. Robert is believed 

ROBERT FITZHARDING AND HIS LINK WITH THE BERKELEY 
FAMILY AND BRISTOL CATHEDRAL

By George Halladay  
to be the grandson of Eadnoth, who held the 
post of Staller to both King Edward the Confes-
sor and King Harold. Robert also became the 
King’s Reeve in Bristol. 

What makes his continuing rise in 
fortune and prominence is as an 
Anglo Saxon nobleman in a land 
governed by Normans he was able 
to retain his noble status and able 
to acquire a considerable amount of 
land around Bristol, which brought 
him power. 

He must have hit the proverbial 
jack pot when he was rewarded a 
substantial estate running from the 
edge of the city north into central 
Gloucestershire and given the title 
Lord Berkeley. He had his Abbey 
built at the nearest edge of Bristol 
to his lands and took holy orders 
near the end of his life and was 
buried in the church, although his 

tomb is lost.

However, there could be 
another good reason why 
Richard chose this site: it 
was close or near to the spot 
where St Augustine of Can-
terbury, the apostle to the 
English met a group of them. 
In 1832, found beneath the 
Chapter  House  floor  was 
the Harrowing of Hell stone, 
one of the few major works 
of Anglo Saxon sculpture in 
existence. It is also the most 
significant object  to  survive 
from Anglo Saxon Bristol 
and now proudly stands in 
the south transept of the 
cathedral. Its original use is 
unknown but without it the very existence of 
an Anglo Saxon religious site where the cathe-
dral stands would not have been discovered.

The role of the church was transformed by the 
Dissolution and the founding of the cathedral 
three  years  later.  Paul  Bush,  the  first  Bishop, 
was  briefly  head  of  the monastic  community 
at Edington in Wiltshire. Another was Sir 
Jonathan Trelawny who won the Bishopric af-

ter leading the people of Cornwall to stand by 
King James II during the Monmouth rebellion. 
He was later imprisoned for treason after re-
fusing to support an Act of Parliament of 1685 
allowing Catholics and nonconformists to wor-
ship in public. He was later acquitted.

Skip more than a few centuries until the 19th. 
By then the cathedral had become a gallery of 
monuments to the more prominent members of 
Bristol society. They include those of the many 
slavers who lived in the city or who came from 
the West Indies towards the end of their lives. 
Also remembered is Robert Southey, the poet, 
and Mary Carpenter, the reformer.

The cathedral was also the focus of political 
discontent in 1831. The building was attacked 
by rioters furious at the then Bishop’s opposi-
tion to the Reform Bill. The head verger Wil-
liam Phillips bravely barred the mob from en-
tering it but the Bishop’s Palace was destroyed, 
the Chapter House badly damaged and many 
valuable archives lost.

The life of the cathedral still revolves around 
worship. Open every day of the year and holds 
a minimum of three services a day, a house of 
prayer and a sanctuary in a busy city.

There is so much to discover about the history 
of the cathedral and its architecture that is well 
worth going on to the internet. Much informa-
tion can be gleaned. I thoroughly recommend 
it.    

Helping to preserve and maintain Redland Green 
for the enjoyment of all!
After a conversation with John Tarlton at the Red-
land May Fair when a request was received to help 
with the purchase of two replacement trees for Red-
land Green 
On a bright sunny morning on the 14th November 
The PGM and DPGM put on their wellington boots 
and helped the Redland Green Community Group 
members plant two new trees that were supplied 
by the Province of Bristol to replace tree’s that were 
damaged in a recent storm.
Helping another Community group in the City of 
Bristol

Bob White - PCO 

Redland Green 
Community Group
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On  the  evening  of  Wednesday  9th July, 20 
members of the Beaufort Lodge and their 
guests enjoyed an evening of clay shooting at 

the Braces Shooting Ground Dundry. This followed 
the recent success of the Nationals that Bristol held 
and members thought they would try their hand at 
it. With some very interesting targets many of the 
brethren found it tougher than just pointing and 
pulling the trigger. The evening was concluded with 
everyone retiring to the Dundry Inn for a traditional 
Cider.

Bristol Masonic Clay Shooting 
Association donate GoPro Camera 
to Great Western Air Ambulance

Following the successful 10th National Masonic 
Clay shooting competition some of the 
proceeds of the event went towards the 

purchase of a GoPro Camera for the Great Western 
Air Ambulance. 

Following various cash donations in the past it was 
suggested that it would be nice to see exactly what 
the money is being spent on. So on this occasion the 
GWAA advised that they would dearly love to have 
a GoPro camera with accessories to record scenes 
whilst attending various incidents, this would aid in 
training doctors and paramedics in the future.

Bristol Masonic Clay shooting 
Southwest Inter Province shoot

The annual Southwest Inter Province shoot 
was held on Saturday 26th April at the Tamar 
Shooting ground on the border between 

Devon and Cornwall. The stakes were high as 
Bristol were the current champions following their 
success at Podimore in Somerset the year before. 
The Provinces consisted of Cornwall, Bristol, Devon, 
Wiltshire and Monmouthshire. Some 40 plus 
brethren assembled on a rather blustery and rather 
wet day. Having battled not only the targets but also 
the weather, Bristol again ran out champions on 220 
Cornwall with 187, Somerset with 175, Wiltshire with 
154 and Devon with 153.

Beaufort Lodge Clay shooting Evening
Overall Top gun was Nick Britton from Bristol with 
73, Top gun for Cornwall was Martin Bywaters with 
67, Top gun for Somerset was Trevor Williams with 
68.

Top gun for Wiltshire was Peter Dyke with 52 and 
Top gun for Devon was Dominic Higgins with 65.

Somerset will be hosting this annual South West 
event next year. 

The 10th National Masonic Clay 
shooting Championship

The 10th National Masonic clay shooting 
competition took place on Saturday 21st June 
2014 at Westfield shooting ground in the heart 

of the Cotswolds. This year’s host were Bristol and 
saw 17 different provinces represented on the day, 
which made for some 130 masons in total from all 
over England and Wales. The weather couldn’t have 
been better ordered with lovely sunshine from start 
to finish with a slight breeze to cool the competitors 
down. 

The results of the day for the 4 man Masonic team, 
which were presented by the Provincial Grand 
Master for Bristol R W Bro Alan John Vaughan were 
Metropolitan Grand Lodge winning on 330, Runners 
Up on 329 West Lancashire and a very creditable 3rd 
place Bristol on 328 a very close affair. A considerable 
achievement for Bristol seeing that the association 
was only established 2 years ago.

The proceeds for the day resulted in a sum of 
£8,000.00 pounds towards the Masonic Samaritan 
Fund for the 2019 festival.

Tessa Moore memorial in aid of 
Children’s Hospice Southwest

Sunday 24th August

On  a  lovely  crisp  Sunday  morning  five 
members of the Bristol Masonic Clay shooting 
association  entered  a  team  of  five  to  bring 

awareness to people in the shooting fraternity of 
the Province of Bristol and support the Children’s 
Hospice Southwest. The day was in aid of Tessa who 
sadly passed away after only 42 days of life. It was 
rather refreshing to hear people asking members of 
the team about masonry in general. 

W.Bro Stephen Carter accompanied by his father Bro, John Carter present 
the camera to Bros. Micheal Page and Neil Hooper 
of the Beaufort lodge, both whom are critical care 

paramedics on the GWAA team.

BRISTOL MASONIC 
GOLF SOCIETY

Although we have had a very enjoyable 
year our team results were rather dis-
appointing. 

Against Somerset, Cornwall and Wiltshire 
all the matches were drawn with losses to 
Gloucestershire and Monmouthshire. This has 
resulted with our P.G.M. threatening to auc-
tion off our empty display cabinet, so next year 
captain Arthur you have been warned! The 
other results as follows:-

The Douglas Marsham tankard at Clevedon 
G.C Andrew Nunn with Adrian Timms, 

Bristol Masonic open was won by Simon Leon-
ard and the day was linked with the Don Fos-
ter shield with the winner Nathan Littleboy, 
played at Bristol and Clifton.

The final  game was  at Mendip  Spring where 
we all enjoyed a superb meal, the winner being 
again Nathan. 

The meeting of the four provinces was hosted 
by Somerset with Frank Payne and myself at-
tending, the general feeling is that we need to 
change this format and I will inform members 
of details later.

A large number of us finished the year with a 
visit to our captain Les Meaton’s Lodge when 
our hard working captain provided the golf 
members with wine. To finish the evening Les 
presented a cheque of £600.00 to the P.G.M to-
wards  the  2019  Festival  Fund.  This  resulted 
with their chairman Steve Bennett presenting 
the Society with a shield to be played for this 
coming season. 

Our Captain for this year is Arthur 
Grannan ably helped by his vice captain Keith 
Irwin, so let us all look forward to another 
enjoyable year.

Ron Brunton

Arthur Grannan handing over the trophy to 
Monmouth who won on the day - thanks to us 

providing them with a player.
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The Provincial Grand Master 
for Bristol, Right Worshipful 
Brother Alan John Vaughan 

has given me permission to 
explore the possibilities of 
forming a Craft Lodge to meet at 
Park Street Bristol, as a daylight 
Lodge.

It would enable those Brethren, 
who, for various reasons are 
unable to attend an evening 
meeting, to continue to enjoy their 
Masonry, meet with old friends, 
share in the companionship that 
Masonry affords and at the same 
time enjoy a pleasant lunch.

It is thought that the Lodge 
would meet three times each 
year. The members to assemble 
in the Lodge room at noon. A 
celebratory luncheon on the day 
of the Installation meeting with 
perhaps a lighter meal on the 
other occasions. Away home by 
say 3.00/3.30pm

The Lodge would be open to 
joining members. Membership 
would not be restricted to Bristol 
Masons.

It is anticipated that one meeting, 
say December would be for 
the installation of a Master, the 
other two meetings, maybe in 
September and again in March, 
would be given over to talks 
or demonstrations. Guests 
would be invited to present a 
talk and members of the Lodge 
encouraged to present their own 
papers.

Progress to the chair would be 
through the usual offices starting 
at Inner Guard.

PROVINCE OF BRISTOL

BRISTOL DAYLIGHT LODGE
Members of an existing Bristol 
Craft Lodge, meeting on an 
evening, have indicated that they 
will allow their Lodge to form 
the basic structure of the Lodge 
to meet as a daylight Lodge. This 
will save a considerable sum of 
money as there already exists 
a Warrant, Lodge furnishing, 
collars and jewels.

As this Lodge will meet just three 
times in the year, it is calculated 
that annual subscriptions will be 
in the region of £130/135 per year.

If  sufficient  Brethren  are 
interested and at least twenty five 
joining members are available, 
the Lodge will be rededicated 
as a daylight Lodge, with full 
ceremony, in early 2015.

For further information and 
details of proposed joining 
members please contact me by 
email at:

colinlowther@hotmail.com

Include your full name, address, 
telephone number, present rank 
together with your Lodge name 
and number.

If a Master Mason, kindly indicate 
if  you wish  to  take  office with  a 
view to proceeding to the chair of 
the Lodge.

It is suggested that appointment 
to office will be allocated on a first 
to reply basis. Hopefully, with the 
exception of a small number of 
experienced Masons to guide the 
Lodge  in  the  first  two  years,  all 
the offices will be filled by Master 
Masons looking to progress to the 
Chair of the Lodge.

Park Street gained  
two    magnificent  new 
portraits on Saturday 

November 22nd  when, at 
a Sparkling Wine Buffet, 
nearly 200 Masons and Guests 
were present to  see  Very 
Worshipful Brother Graham 
Redman(  Deputy  Grand 
Secretary) unveil the   portraits 
of the PGM, Alan Vaughan and 
Deputy PGM, Chris Williams. 
Graham Redman said that 
he was delighted to be in 
Bristol once again and as he 
had previously unveiled the 
portrait of Michael Flynn, 
he  felt  fully  qualified  for  the 
task! He was duly thanked 
for his services and presented 
with a bottle of fine red wine 
and a leather-bound   volume 
of  “Corona  Gladiorum”  (the 
transactions of the Bristol 
Masonic Society). The artist is 
Crispin Robjent who has been 
commissioned to provide 
many Masonic portraits in 
recent years, not least that of 
our own PGM in the Mark 
Degree, Rt W/Brother John 
Platts, which hangs in Number 
3 Lodge Room.

The evening started with a 
sparkling wine reception and 
after the unveiling had taken 
place,  a  magnificent  “Fredy 
Style” Buffet was enjoyed by 

New Portraits Unveiled

all.  Throughout the evening, 
guests were entertained by 
delightful classical music, 
provided by the Irena String 
Quartet, with lead violinist, 
Imogen.  (Contact  email: 
irenastringquartet@hotmail.
com) In summing up the 
evening, the PGM Alan 
Vaughan thanked everyone 
who had contributed to 
making the evening such 
a success, not least Fredy 
Eyermann, our Caterer, who 
had provided the buffet free 
of charge as a donation to 
the Bristol MSF  2019 Festival, 
which will now receive an 
extra £3,000 plus.

Historical Note:

When our building was 
destroyed by enemy action in 
November 1940, every portrait 
was  lost  in  the flames.   After 
the war, it was resolved to 
hang the portraits of each PGM 
and his Deputy in the new 
building to replace those that 
had been lost. Every Lodge 
and Royal Arch Chapter in 
the Province has since that 
time, contributed to the cost of 
restoring the Lodge Rooms to 
their former glory. These two 
most  recent  portraits  now fill 
the last remaining gaps on 
the walls in Number 1 Lodge 
Room.
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It’s not very often that a Province Invests a 
new  senior  executive  officer  and  when  this 
happens, it is usual for this to take place at an 

Annual Provincial Meeting. 

However, a number of circumstances came 
together to cause the Investiture of the new 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master of Bristol, 

designate, WBro Peter Franklin, to take place on 
a day which was not an annual meeting. This 
meant that a suitable occasion had to be found at 
which this special event for our Province could 
be held.  The obvious choice in view of the brief 
nature of a single investiture would be another 
Lodge meeting as an extra item of business.

If this were to be the case, this new item of 
business should not overshadow the regular 
schedule of the Lodge at which the Investiture 
would take place and indeed it should do justice 
to both the Lodge business and the additional 
Provincial business. 

Any choice of meeting would necessitate detailed 
discussion and planning between the Lodge and 
the Province to achieve a good balance, if it were 
to run smoothly.

The Lodge chosen for this special event was the 
regular October meeting of the Baldwyn Lodge 
of Mark Master Masons, No 183.  

Baldwyn  is  a  Lodge with  a  good  profile  in  the 
Province and  their  current WM would be well 
able to cope with the extra pressure such an 
occasion would create.  It was also the Lodge at 
which the new Deputy PGM designate had been 
Advanced and was a Past Master and as such was 
suitable in many aspects and so the choice was 
made.

As it transpired, the occasion exceeded 
expectations and the evening was a tremendous 
success with all participants doing really well.

The evening began with the Baldwyn Lodge 
being opened as usual and the minutes of its 
previous  meeting  confirmed.    The  course  then 
deviated somewhat, as the Provincial Grand 

The Provincial Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of Bristol
Investiture of the Deputy Provincial Grand Master

24 October 2014

Master for Bristol and his Officers were admitted 
with the usual Provincial pageant. 

After the normal introductions and welcomes, the 
WM of the Baldwyn Lodge, W Bro Stephen Rawlings, 
courteously offered the gavel to the Provincial 
Grand Master, RW Bro John Douglas Arthur Platts, 
who on this occasion accepted it and after the PGDC 
replaced  the  Baldwyn  Lodge  Officers  with    their 
respective Provincial counterparts, the PGM opened 
Provincial Grand Lodge.

He then addressed the outgoing Dep PGM, VW 
Bro Keith Frederick Downes and thanked him 
most sincerely, for the outstanding service he had 
given to himself and to the Province during his 
term of office, stressing that this had been given 
in very difficult circumstances of ill health.  The 
PGM,  then  removed Keith’s  chain  of  office  and 
invested him with a Past Deputies collar.  Keith 
then took his seat in the Lodge to warm applause.

The PGM then called upon the PGDC to form an 
Escort to admit the Dep. PGM Designate.  The 
escort was formed from the WM’s of the other 
Mark Lodges in the Province and two presenting 
officers,  chosen  by  the  Deputy  designate,  as 
cushion bearers.  These brethren consisted of:

W Bro. I Pickett, WM of the Canynges Lodge 
MMM TI;  W Bro. S Rawlings, WM of the Baldwyn 
Lodge MMM No 183; W  Bro. P Hankinson, WM 
Dunckerley Lodge MMM No 630;  W Bro W 
Whitehead ,PM of the Brunswick Lodge MMM 
No 1060;  W Bro S Simmons, WM of the Ernest 
Dunscombe Lodge MMM No 1423; W Bro. P 
Bicknell, WM of the Goodwin Lodge MMM 
No 1562, along with W Bro A Darby PM of the 
Brunswick Lodge MMM and W Bro. T Hack P 
M of the Baldwyn Lodge MMM, as the cushion 
bearers. 

Then with all due ceremony W Bro Peter Frank-
lin, the Deputy Provincial Grand Master Desig-
nate was admitted.  The Warrant of Appointment 
was read by the PG Secretary, W Bro. Terry Rhys-
Davies and the ceremony of Investment began.

I won’t go into a long narrative here describing 
the  detail  of  the  Investiture,  suffice  to  say  that 
this was carried out with dignity and gravitas 
and most certainly did justice to the occasion.  

With the Investiture complete the PGDC called 
upon the brethren present to honour the new 
Dep.  PGM, with the salutes due to his rank in 
five,  following  which  W  Bro  Peter  suitably  re-
sponded.  

The PGM then took the opportunity to invest as 
Provincial Grand Inspector of Works, W Bro Ian 
McKenzie-Jones, who was absent at the Annual 
Provincial Meeting in March, before closing Pro-
vincial Grand Lodge. The PGM then called upon 
the PGDC  to  replace  the Provincial Lodge Offi-
cers with the Baldwyn Lodge regular officers.

The PGM, then thanked the WM of Baldwyn 
Lodge, W Bro Stephen Rawlings for allowing 
Provincial Grand Lodge to conduct its special 
business.  They then both resumed their right-
ful places and the lodge room was reinstated as 
a lodge for Advancement.

The WM of Baldwyn then announced that the 
next business was to Advance Bro Nigel Atwell to 
the honourable degree of a MMM.

The normal ceremony of Advancement then took 
place and it is pleasing to report that this was car-
ried out with the expertise and precision we have 
come to expect of the WM and his officers.

At the after meeting, the WM, followed by the 
PGM were each in turn announced at the door of 
the dining room and entered to acclamation by 
the brethren.  

The Lodge DC then announced the new DPGM 
and to enormous applause and acclamation, W 
Bro Peter entered the dining room and took his 
seat to the right of the PGM.

The celebration dinner consisted of one of Chef 
Fredy’s special sirloin of beef dinners, which he 
expertly carved at the table.

The toast to the Candidate followed those of the 
Queen and the Grand Master and he was wel-
comed into the lodge by the WM on this special 
occasion, to which Bro Atwell suitably replied. 

Following  the  toast  to  the  PGM  and  officers  of 
PG Lodge, the PGM responded and after giving 
news of events in Grand Lodge, turned to the In-
vestiture of his Deputy. He congratulated W Bro 
Peter and said that he was greatly looking for-
ward to working with him for the benefit of the 
Province.  He then went on to propose a toast to 
him again, to much acclamation.

W Bro. Peter was then called upon to respond 
and said that he felt very proud and privileged 
to have been chosen by the PGM to succeed VW 
Bro. Keith Downes and he thanked VW Bro. Keith 
for all the help and advice he had given him lead-
ing up to this meeting.  He went on to pledge his 
full support to both the PGM and the members of 
the Province and said that he would do all in his 
power to live up to the high expectations placed 
upon him to represent and promote this very spe-
cial Province of Bristol, to the  best of his ability.

All in all brethren, a super evening, which can be 
summarised by it being a historic occasion for the 
Province of Bristol and for the Baldwyn Lodge of 
MMM’s, with all who took part deserving of high 
praise indeed.                                     

David Maddy  

Our renowned Chef, Fredy Ayermann carving a 
baron of beef in the Dining Room

The PGM RWBro John Platts with his new 
Deputy WBro. Peter Franklin, awaiting 

announcement into the Dining Room

The PGM with the Baldwyn Worshipful Master 
Stephen Rawlings

WBro Peter Franklin with 
the PGM RWBro John Platts
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Rance Regalia

For	more	information	or	a	comprehensive	price	list	
contact:

Rance Regalia
10 St Mary’s Park Road, Portishead, Bristol BS20 6SN

Tel/Fax: 01275 847914
Mobile: 07970 833080

(a trading division of P.M.G.)

FOR YOUR REGALIA REQUIREMENTS WHATEVER 
THE DEGREE - YOU NEED	GO NO FURTHER THAN 

FREEMASONS’ HALL, PARK STREET, BRISTOL

Specialists	in	the	manufacture,	alteration	and	
refurbishment	of	Masonic	Regalia	and	

Jewellery	for	ALL	Degrees!
Standard	items	are	held	in	stock	at	Freemasons’	Hall	

and	specialities	can	also	be	collected	there	
or	delivered	to	you	by	arrangement.

All Bristol Lodges already have an Account with us

The profit from the sale of all gloves is donated to the 
Bristol Masonic Charitable Trust

Letter fom France 
December 2014

I am not sure where 
these 365 or so day 
things called ‘years’ 

go, but damn me if yet 
another one has not 
slipped by. We have now 
been resident in France 
for 7 years, the realisa-
tion of which comes as 
something of a shock to the system! 

Living in a rural area where arable crops form 
the mainstay of the local economy and activity, 
one of our main benchmarks for the passing of 
the seasons is  the state of  the crop in the field 
immediately opposite our house. In previous 
years we have watched such crops as barley, 
sunflowers, and the invidious hay fever induc-
ing rape seed, develop from patches of uniden-
tifiable  green  weed  like  things  into  mature 
crops of vibrant colours before being harvested 
and the whole cycle starting again. This year it 
was  the  turn of  ‘our’ field  to grow maize.  For 
those of you who have not had the experience 
of living next to this plant, I can assure you that 
you have not missed much. It progresses from 
dull green shoots to even duller khaki coloured 
stalks about six foot in height, which spring up 
very quickly blocking off all views of the sur-
rounding area and remain as such for several 

months whilst 
the inner ears 
ripen. The 
harvest is one 
of the messi-
est imaginable 
with discard-
ed husks and 
stalks litter-
ing the roads 
and tracks in 
all directions, 
not to mention 
the inordinate 
amount of 
mud the com-

bines and tractors manage to layer the area with 
during the process. Happily, after 4 months of 
failing to be ‘amaized’ we are now free of the 
visual impairment and hoping for a more pic-
turesque background in 2015.

Chatting to Claude, a local farmer friend of 
ours, we were given a reminder that global 
events  have  a  significant  impact  in  the  most 
unlikely of places. Our conversation covered 
such things as the size and quality of his crops, 
which he was very happy with, and the prices 
obtained for it, which he said were the worst he 
had known for a number of years. For several 
years now the agricultural communes in this 
area have been  selling a  significant portion of 
their produce, via E.U deals, to Russia. With 
the embargoes currently in force against that 
country this market has been closed to them 
and they have had to sell into markets already 
saturated by the surpluses that the closure of 
the Russian market created – yet there are still 
many areas in the world without enough to 
eat. Something ‘ain’t quite right’ in the overall 
scheme of things. Claude’s main gripe is that he 
will not be able to go ‘sur le piste’ on his annual 

pilgrimage to the French Alps this 
winter!

Has anyone noticed a number of 
sneaky ‘French looking’ types roam-
ing around the streets of Bristol 
looking  at  traffic  systems  during 
the last year? I ask because there has 
been an explosion of ‘traffic calming’ 
and ‘pedestrian friendly’ schemes in 
and around Poitou Charantes over 
the last 12 months or so, and one 
cannot help but notice the marked 
similarity between them and sev-
eral that we have encountered on 
our various returns to the city. We 
have  roads  artificially  narrowed 
by  the placement  of  permanently  fixed plastic 
cones and grossly overweight ‘sleeping police-
men’  (which strangely enough the French also 
call  ‘les  gendarmes  couchant’);  a  graffiti  artist 
who leaps around almost unseen leaving her-
ringboned ‘no go areas’ in the most improbable 
places on the road surfaces; and some idiot, 
probably in a bowler hat or the French equiva-
lent thereof, who believes that pedestrian safety 
can be improved by widening pavements to the 
point where lorries either have 
to mount the aforementioned 
pavement to get around the fran-
tically propagating mini-round-
abouts, or risk falling over when 
surmounting them at an angle. 
To add to the pot, they have re-
introduced the use of the almost 
defunct ‘prioritaire a droit’ (give 
way  to  traffic coming  from your 
right), in certain selected areas 
only, which confuses the hell out 
of everyone, gendarmes includ-
ed! The only good thing that can be said about 
the latter item is that the confusion it sows is 
slowing almost everyone down, regardless of 
whether they think have ‘le prioritaire’ or not!

For as long as we have been resident in ‘Le Pays 
Loudunais’ one of the major tub thumping 
agendas propounded by our local politicians 
has been finding ways and means of rejuvenat-
ing the slowly dying centre of Loudun, the mar-
ket town that gives its name to the surround-
ing countryside. Various incentives including 
reduced or heavily subsidised rents for new 
start ups have resulted in several restaurants, 
hairdressers, sex shops and other such worth-
while and essential pillars of the local economy 
springing up overnight and then wilting as the 
heat of economic reality sets in. Now, after sev-
eral years of lukewarm debate they think they 
have come up with the perfect solution – build 
an out of town shopping centre! Golly gosh and 
nom de la plume de ma tante, why did we not 
think of that, revitalise the town centre by en-

couraging people to shop outside it! Comments 
from the current local shopkeepers and restau-
rant owners cannot be repeated in this article 
for fear of irreparably damaging the already 
somewhat more than battered entente cordiale. 
Maybe the new thinking has more to do with 
the opening in 2015 of an 800 unit Centre Parks 
development about 10 kilometres away than 
anything else, or maybe I am just getting cyni-
cal in my old age?

A happy seasonal note, our local 
Anglophonic (not Anglican) Church, 
Notre Dame de Ranton, has just held 
its very popular carols by candlelight 
service. Over 100 people attended of 
all ages and religious backgrounds, 
including  a  significant  number  of 
our French friends. Despite being 
more than a little discommoded by 
the language, nos amis did credit-
able duty by the hymns and out-des-
canted their English counterparts 
quite comprehensively. They also 

exhibited  a  very  marked  affinity  for  English 
mince pies and sausage rolls, not to mention the 
mulled wine; neither a crumb nor drop was left! 
Further details of our ‘little church on the prai-
rie’ can be found at www.escoval.fr.

On behalf of them and of course our own be-
half, Angela and I wish you all the compliments 
of the Season and very happy and healthy 2015.

Bob Quick   
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It hardly seems a year ago when I was re-
porting on the last Provincial Officers Mess 
Dinner.  Well here we are again, a different 

team, but the same congenial atmosphere and 
enjoyment was experienced.  

This  is an occasion when  the Provincial Offi-
cers can enjoy each others company, without 
the stress or worry of performing any kind of 
ceremony.  No ritual, no lining up, no wonder-
ing where you are going or what you might 
be doing.  In short, just pure enjoyment in the 

relaxed and beautiful setting of No 3 Dining 
Room, which really does add value to the oc-
casion.

The evening as usual began with an aperitif 
and a natter, as the guests mingled.  We were 
then called to take our seats at the table, by the 
Provincial DC, WBro Roger Unwin.

The menu was a mouth-watering banquet 
consisting of: Trio of Smoked Fish with Salad 
Garnish, followed by Steak Poivre with Sea-
sonal Vegetables, then Summer Pudding with 
Cream. This was followed by English and 
Continental Cheeses with Fruit & Biscuits and 
Coffee & Mints.  All accompanied by Red and 

White Wine.  Our thanks to WBro Ian Pickett, 
the Assistant Provincial Grand Secretary for 
his organisation of the event.

There were 28 brethren attending and  from 
the look and sound of them, they were all en-
joying the occasion. 

Following the Dinner, the ProvGDC called 
upon the Provincial Grand Master, RWBro 
John Platts, to propose the Loyal Toast, fol-
lowing which he rose and called upon the Pro-
vincial Grand Senior Warden, WBro Martin 
Weaver to propose the toast to the PGM.

WBro Martin, stood before us in a “Dylan 
Thomas like persona” and  went on to deliver 

The Provincial Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons 
Provincial Officers Mess Dinner

No 3 Dining Room - 23 October 2014

his toast in his delightful Welsh lilt.  He paid 
tribute to the PGM’s commitment and busy 
schedule and his unstinting enthusiasm for the 
Bristol Mark degree as he travels far and wide 
extolling its virtues.

RWBro John, was then called upon to respond 
and in thanking the PGSW for proposing his 
toast, went on to say that today was tinged 
with sadness and joy as the Province stood on 
the brink of another change in its colourful his-
tory, as tomorrow (24 October 2014) his Deputy 
of five years, VWBro Keith Frederick Downes 
would be standing down to be replaced by 
WBro Peter Franklin.

RWBro John, thanked Keith for the support, 
hard work and friendship he had given to him-
self and the Province over those five years and 
commented that had done so in circumstances 
of great personal difficulty, as he battled cancer 
during this time and had done so with a great 
deal of  resolve.  He said that in all that time 
and  throughout  his  difficulty  he  had  never 
once heard Keith complain about his situation 
and had got through it all with courage and a 
smile.

The PGM then said that as regards his new 
Deputy Peter, he would have much more to 
say at his investiture.  He then called upon the 
brethren to rise and propose a toast to Keith.

Following his toast, VWBro Keith stood and 
thanked the PGM for the honour conferred 
upon  him  five  years  ago  when  he  was  ap-
pointed Deputy and said that he had been very 
proud and honoured to serve the Province, 
which had given him much pleasure.

The Dining Table looking rather inviting

The ProvGSec with others awaiting the first 
course. No it’s not laying a row of bricks!

WBro Steve Carter, wondering where all the red 
wine had gone!

VWBro DepPGM Keith Downes, only one more 
day to go. Does he look happy?

As is usual, once the formalities were over, the 
DC announced the conclusion of the dinner 
and the guests retired to their next favourite 
place and for some, believe it or not, it was the 
bar!                                                   David Maddy

RtWBro John Platts, there’s something fishey here!

Repairs & Regular Servicing 
of all makes

(Prop. Mike Mercer)

Classic Cars a Speciality
Courtesy Car by Arrangement

Henfield Business Park, Westerleigh Road,
Henfield, Bristol BS36 2UP

Associate of Jaguar Car Club

0117 956 9115
Enquiries Welcome

The Jaguar Car Enthusiasts’
Club Filton

0117 969 8168
www.jec.org.uk

P.B. TYRES

Specialists in
New & Part Worn Tyres

Wheel Alignment Checks
Puncture Repairs

Batteries
Opening Hours:

Monday-Friday 9.00am - 5.00pm
Saturday 9.00am - 2.00pm

Personal Service
Tel/Fax: 0117 949 6490

40b, Soundwell Road, Staple Hill
Bristol BS16 4QP
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The annual cricket match between the 
Masters in the Corner v Sportsmen’s 
Lodge took place on a brilliant summer’s 

evening at the Lake Grounds –the home of Por-
tishead Cricket Club.

The Sportsmen’s captain won the all-important 
toss and decided to bat first, on what looked to 
be a superb batting wicket. Having not won for 
the past two years, the Sportsmen’s were look-
ing to post a large total before the rest of the 
Masters team arrived!!!

Reid and Neale set off at a blistering pace at-
tacking the bowling of both McIntyre and Par-
sons. The rate slowed a little when Neale went 
to a smart catch and Blenkinsopp was run out, 
but the introduction of Viren accelerated the 
run rate. After just 10 overs the Sportsmen’s 
had made 87 runs and cruising. Once Read and 
Viren reached 30 runs they retired from the 
field and the scoring was reduced to a crawl.

Accurate bowling by Grannan, Flintoff and 
Greenwood reduced the Sportsmen’s to a final 
total of 117 for 8 - A total that the Masters were 
confident of reaching, despite two players not 

being able to get to the ground and another 
leaving the field due to a muscle injury.

Tiley  and  Parsons  started  confidently  and 
pushed the score along. The loss of Parsons, 
who was deceived by a turning ball from 
Jethwa, saw the introduction of McIntyre who 
attacked the bowling from the outset.

Masters v Sportsmen’s Lodge
Portishead Cricket Club

Monday 21st July 2014

Viren and Reid were introduced into the attack 
for the Sportsmen’s which resulted in, not only 
a slowing of the run rate but also a tumbling 
of wickets. Once Tiley and McIntyre departed, 
wickets tumbled with Greenwood, Harris and 
Flintoff going cheaply.

Only Grannan Jnr steadied the ship and set the 
Masters back on course with what had seemed 
an unlikely win.

A brisk 32, including 5 fours and a six, brought 
the Sportsmen’s score within reach, but having 
reached  his  allotted  30  runs,  he  left  the  field 
and the Masters and with it, any chance of the 
Masters retaining the Trophy. At the close, the 
Masters were still 12 runs short of victory.

The game was played in a most splendid man-
ner – keenly contested but with gentlemanly 
conduct. 

After the exertions on the pitch, the players, 
partners and friends retired to the Lido Kitch-
en to re-live the game and enjoy a well-earned 
drink and a meal.

The trophy was returned to the winning cap-
tain of the Sportsmen’s team, Philip Albery, 
who thanked all the players for their efforts 
and looked forward to retaining the trophy 
next year. He also thanked the two newest 
members into the Sportsmen’s Lodge for tak-
ing part – Rudy Desousa and Will Vero. 

Thanks were made to the organisers of the 
match,  the professional  umpires  (David Phil-
ips and Martin Brown) and also to Portishead 
Cricket Club for hosting the game.

POWELL LODGE

Members of Powell Lodge No 2257 pre-
senting a cheque for £600 to Frenchay 
After Burns Children’s Club (FAB).

The FAB is solely run by volunteers so every 
penny goes towards running activities for the 
children who have suffered burns. Some of 
the activities have included 

National & International Burns camps, day 
trips to Lego Land, Bristol Zoo, Crealey Park, 
the Big Sheep, Digger Land to name but a few.
As well as Christmas parties and pantomimes.

 by Adrian Westlake IPM
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Once again the Cabot Cup was blessed 
with superb weather as the sun beat 
down on Henbury Golf Club.

After a welcome coffee and bacon roll, the 
teams were lead onto the course by Andrew 
Nunn, holder of the prestigious Cabot Cup. 
The course was in superb condition and it was 
obvious that scores, in these conditions, would 
be high.

The Cabot Cup
Played at Henbury Golf Club

Tuesday 15th July 2014

The competition was played under Stableford 
rules with full handicap being taken into con-
sideration. It was thought that this would give 
a huge advantage to the higher handicap play-
ers, but this was not borne out by the results 
that were posted.

Winner of the competition was Les Meaton 
(Present  Captain  of  the  Provincial  Golf  Soci-
ety) with a score of 39 points, closely followed 
by Paul Moody and Rob McIntyre on 36 points.

Winner of the Longest Drive -  
   Paul Moody
Winner of Nearest Hole (4th) -  
   Paul Moody
Winner of Nearest Hole (7th) -  
   Adrian Timms

Thanks were expressed to the organisers of the 
event and also to Henbury Golf Club, not only 
for the condition of the course, but also for the 
standard of their catering.

The event next year will be played at Bristol 
and Clifton Golf Club

50 Years a Mason 
WBro Gordon Ernest Jones 

PPrSGW

At the December meeting of the Royal 
Sussex Lodge of Hospitality the Wor-
shipful Master of the Lodge received 

a  50th  Anniversary  certificate  on  behalf  of 
W.Bro. Gordon Jones PPrGSW.  The certificate 
was presented by W.Bro. Tim Brunton PrJGW.

Bro.Gordon was initiated into the lodge on 
9th December 1964, was Worshipful Master in 
1981, served as secretary for many years, and 
was promoted to Past Provincial Senior Grand 
Warden in 2008. He was also a Past Master of 
the Bristol Masonic Society, a member of the 
‘Pink Elephants’, and also orders of Freema-
sonry outside the Province of Bristol. Sadly he 
has been unable to attend the past few years 
due to increasing dementia. He is now in a 
nursing home and tragically has little recollec-
tion of his time in the Craft.

Members of the Lodge and their ladies plan to 
present the certificate to Gordon’s wife, Hilda, 
at a tea party in the New Year. Hilda would ap-
preciate calls and visits from any of Gordon’s 
friends and Brethren. 

by Paul Hankinson

At the November meeting of Royal 
Sussex Lodge of Hospitality the 
secretary reported on a number of 

donations recently made to various chari-
ties - £100 to Hearing Dogs for the Deaf, 
£500 to the Jesse May Trust, and £350.00 
to a charity offering support and counsel-
ling to sufferers of testicular cancer, which 
glories in the title of “It’s In The Bag.”

The photograph shows W Bro. Gerry 
Flanagan presenting the cheque to Mrs. 
Catherine Horler-Underwood, secretary 
of “It’s In The Bag” on behalf of Past Mas-
ter W Bro. Darin Griffiths  in whose year 
the sum was raised.

Catherine’s husband is a survivor of tes-
ticular cancer, so it was particularly pleas-
ant to welcome her to Park Street to accept 
our donation.

by Paul Hankinson

A Subject Close 
to Our Hearts!
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Two hundred and forty two hospices 
across England & Wales are 
currently receiving grants from 

The Freemasons Grand Charity totalling 
£600,000 

Since 1984, the Charity has now donated 
more than £11 million in support of 
hospices.

So therefore  it was a pleasure on Friday 
12th December to visit St Peters Hospice 
offices  in Brentry, Bristol,  along with  the 
DPGM Christopher Williams and the 
Provincial Grand Charity Steward WBro 
Christopher Cook to present them with 
a cheque for £3,592 towards the excellent 
nursing care they provide within the 
community. 

Also on that day we visited the Jessie May 
Children’s Hospice offices in Kingswood, 
Bristol, to present them with a cheque for 
£1,000 towards the excellent nursing they 
provide at home for local terminally ill 
children. 

Bob White - PCO 

The Freemasons Grand Charity Hospice Grants
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Building on 
the success of 
the past three 

years, Cabot Lodge 
once again organ-
ised a Speaker Eve-
ning – not only for 
the  benefit  of  the 
lodge members and 
their guests, but 
also as a means of 
raising funds for 
Parkinson’s UK.

Over the past 4 
years, the calendar 
for the lodge has been arranged to enable 
a “business only” meeting to be intro-
duced. This has been followed by a social 
event with a speaker; enabling members 
to invite friends and other non-masons to 
join them in Park Street and also share the 
riches that our masonic hall provide.

This year the lodge was able to enlist the 
support of Joe Jordan – current 1st team 
coach with Queen’s Park Rangers. Joe, as 
most people will remember, started play-
ing football for Morton in Scotland, be-
fore having a highly successful playing 
career with Leeds United, Manchester 
United, Milan and Scotland. Joe swapped 
his boots for management and spent two 
spells with Bristol City before joining 
Harry Redknapp at 
Portsmouth, Totten-
ham and QPR.

Dining Room 1 was 
humming with expec-
tation as the Worship-
ful Master, Arthur 
Grannan, was accom-
panied into the room 
by Joe Jordan

After the meal - pre-
pared superbly by 
Fredy - had been 
served, the Worship-
ful Master proposed 
the toast to the visitors. 
He then requested a re-
sponse from Mr Joe Jor-
dan, who duly obliged 
with some very amus-

ing tales of his career and some of the peo-
ple who he had met on the way. He also 
spoke very candidly about the state of the 
game today; how it had changed over the 
time that he had been involved and also 
how smaller clubs endeavour to compete 
with today’s “Big Spenders!”

Joe then answered some very direct and 
searching questions, pre-
pared in advance of the 
meeting and asked by 
John  Morrison  (Charity 
Steward for the lodge).

After the meals had been 
cleared away, a raffle was 
drawn – with some mag-
nificent  prizes  on  offer. 
This in itself raised the 
considerable sum of £555. 
There was also an Auc-
tion, conducted by John 
Morrison, which had on 
offer such prizes as; a 
signed Bristol City Shirt 
from their Semi Final 
game in the League Cup; 
a signed programme from the same game; 
a signed England Rugby Shirt; a signed 
England T20 Shirt; 2 tickets to watch any 
home game at Arsenal: 3 tickets to watch 
any home game at Liverpool; a signed 
Sachin Tendulkar cricket bat; a signed 
snooker cue and several more equally 
valuable prizes.

The Cabot Lodge No 3884
Speaker Evening – Friday 9th November 2014

A consortium, once again led by WBr 
Chris Cook, bought a “Mascot for the 
Day” to be used at any Bristol RFC home 
game! This prize was then donated to 
Children’s Hospice South West for their 
use so that a family can attend any of Bris-
tol’s home fixtures later in the year.

The Worshipful Master thanked Joe for 
giving up his time to attend this meeting; 

to all the people who had attended and 
also to all the people who had donated 
fantastic prizes for the raffle and the auc-
tion.

As the last toast – “To our next merry 
meeting” - was taken, the total raised for 
the evening was announced by Bro Paul 
Smith, Treasurer, at an incredible £1600.
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What was predicted to be a rainy 
day, turned out to be a rainy 
day!  So what better place to take 

shelter than to enter what was famously 
described by Queen Elizabeth I, as “the 
fairest, goodliest, and most famous par-
ish church in England”, St Mary Redcliffe 
Church.

The Bristol Masonic Society, Annual Car-
ol Service has been held at this beautiful 
church since 1982 and this year the service 
was another outstanding success, with 
reportedly over 600 masons, friends and 
families attending what is to many, the 
start of the real Christmas season.

With Amazon, Ebay, Black Friday and 
other commercial ventures, all vying for 
our time and money, it is reassuring to 
come here on our  Annual Carol Service 
Sunday afternoon, to experience this love-
ly service at this truly beautiful church. 

The Bristol Masonic Society

Annual Carol Service 
14 December 2014

The regulars at this event, 
started to assemble just 
after 2pm as they knew 
to get a good seat you 
had to be there early.  So 
at 3 pm, when all were 
seated the congregation 
was welcomed by the 
Reverent Dan Tyndall, 
Vicar of St Mary 
Redcliffe,  who explained 
that some of the seating 
had to be rearranged 
to  accommodate  90 
Christmas trees, which 
were displayed around 
the church. 

These were part of 
a new event for Christmas, which 
the Vicar called their “treefest”.  A 
festival organised by the church, which 
commenced  on  the  9  December.    He 
explained that the trees were donated 
by a wide variety of local organisations, 
businesses, schools, charities and others, 
who came together to raise money for 
local charities, whilst celebrating the rich 
diversity of our city. There was even one 
from Avon and Somerset Police, decorated 
with handcuffs!   

Following the Vicar’s welcome, we were 
soon lured into complete silence, as a lone 
chorister was distantly heard singing 
the  first  lines  of  the  Processional  Carol, 
“Once in Royal David’s City”, with the 
volume gradually  increasing as support 
was introduced by other members of the 
choir  until they all appeared  amongst 
us parading down the North Aisle then 
up through the central aisle towards the 
Altar. 

The programme then took on its  
traditional format with the Choir and 

Congregation singing the Christmas story 
interspersed with readings, which were 
carried out   by the following brethren:  
Bro Frank Payne, Treasurer of the Bristol 
Masonic Society; WBro Stephen Stafford, 
PrSGW; the Rev’d Steve Hawkins, Senior 
Vice President of the Bristol Masonic 

Society; VWBro Christopher Williams, 
Deputy Provincial Grand Master; WBro 
David Jenkins, President of the Bristol 
Masonic Society and finally RWBro Alan 
Vaughan, Provincial Grand Master.

When the story had been told, the 
congregation and the Choir burst 
into the Recessional Carol, “Hark 
the Herald Angels Sing”, with the 
organ  accompaniment,  reflecting  the  
magnificence  of  the  recently  restored 
instrument.

The service ended at 4pm, but the joy was 
not over then, because over at  Freemasons’ 
Hall, Park Street, three dining rooms 
were set out to accommodate 200 of the 
congregation, who had booked to enjoy 
traditional Sunday roast.

All  in  all  this  was  a  really  fulfilling 
afternoon, which will linger in the 
memory of the attendees and serve to 
remind them not to miss the next one in 
2015.  

David Maddy
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Letter from the editor

Q R
QR welcomes not only the Bristol 

Masons but all those people who 
have access to this magazine either 

in the waiting rooms of the doctors, den-
tists or anywhere they may find a copy of 
this issue. 

Yes, Bristol Masonry has at last moved 
into the 21st century and you can now con-
nect to Twitter, Facebook or the Provincial 
web site with your smart phone, ipad, or 
iphone all while you’re on the move.

Go on you’ll find it so easy! If not ask the 
children or grandchildren.

           1                         2                       3

Little did Bristol Freemason Michael 
Daburn know what effect his 
Twitter  ‘flutter’  would  have  when 

he tweeted the editor of the Wiltshire 
Provincial Website and told him he had a 
friend and colleague whose father had a 
connection with a Wiltshire Lodge.

As a result of Michael’s ‘tweet’ the Master 
and Secretary of the Moonraker Lodge No 
8747 invited Ian Rex the son of the late W 
Bro M E Rex, a Founder of the Lodge, to a 
private visit to the Masonic Hall, Morris 
Lane, Devizes.

The circumstances surrounding the 
visit were considered so important by 
the Provincial Grand Master and the 
Assistant Provincial Grand Master they 
made arrangements to be at the hall to 
welcome Ian and his wife Paula. Master 
of the Lodge, W Bro Alan Sims and 
Secretary, W Bro John Clarke were able to 
give Ian and Paula an insight into the role 
that Ian’s father played in the formation of 
the Lodge and the offices he held during 
his long Masonic career.

W Bro, Revd M Rex was the third Master of 
the Lodge and it was with pride and not a 
little emotion that Ian and Paula were able 
to view his name on the honours board of 
Past Masters and to see his photograph in 
the picture gallery in the Masonic Hall 
dining room.

The Provincial Grand Master, RW Bro 
Francis Wakem commented on how the 
names on the Past Master’s board come 
‘alive’  at  Installation Meetings but never 
more so than on occasions such as this 
when  family members  are  able  to  reflect 
on the importance of Freemasonry to a 
loved one and also to consider the respect 
afforded to that person by members of the 
Lodge.

After a short tour of the Masonic Hall 
and the excellent selection of Masonic 

Twitter Connects Moonraker
memorabilia on display, Ian and Paula 
were invited to join Bros Alan and John 
at the Bear Hotel where they were joined 
by Bro Philip and his wife Sally. Over a 
welcome glass of wine, Ian and Paula were 
able to ask more questions with regard to 
Ian’s father’s Masonic career and also to 
enquire about Wiltshire Freemasonry in 
particular. 

To demonstrate just how diverse 
Freemasonry is, the conversation 
somehow managed to get around to 
guitars which enabled Bro Philip and Ian 
to indulge their passion for this wonderful 
instrument and contemplate the wonder 
of ‘Fenders, Gibsons, Stratocasters, Les 
Pauls and pick ups’

It was a great joy to meet with Ian and 
Paula, it was clear that there was so much 
they had discovered about W Bro Rex; the 
brethren from Moonraker Lodge and the 
Province were delighted to have played 
such a small part in making a couple 
of hours on a Sunday morning so fulfilling 
for their visitors.

Editors note

After his visit to his father’s Lodge Ian 
decided to join Freemasonry and is the 
latest initiate into the Moonraker Lodge 
and all thanks to Michael Daburn of St. 
Augustine Lodge 

1     Facebook   
2     Provincial website 
3     Twitter


